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Answer Key & Exp for GS Prelim Test-6 held on 6th Jan’ 2019 

 
1. Which of the following pairs is/are correctly matched? 
 

 Veda  Content 

1. Rig Veda : Spells to ward off evil  

2. Sama Veda : Hymns in praise of nature 

3. Yajur Veda  : Rules of sacrifice  

 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 2 and 3 only 

 
Answer: (b)  
Explanation: 
Veda comes from the root ‘vid’ which means “to know.” It is applied to a branch of 
literature considered to be “shruti” i.e. sacred knowledge.  
There are 4 Vedas: 
Pair 1 is incorrect: Rig Veda - It is the only source of information that belongs to early 
vedic period. It is a purely religious work and most of the hymns are invocations of Gods.  
Pair 2 is incorrect: Sama Veda - Its name is derived from ‘saman’, a song or melody. It 
consists of hymns taken from Rig Veda and set to tune for purpose of singing.  
Pair 3 is correct: Yajur Veda - It is the veda of formulae and consists of various mantras 
for recitation and rules to be observed at the time of sacrifice.  
Additional Information: 
Atharva Veda: It was compiled by the Sage Atharva. It is the Veda of formulae charms 
and spells to ward off evil and diseases. 
Source: Vajiram and Ravi Yellow book- “Ancient India”- Chapter 1, page no. 3-4 
 
2. Consider the following features about an inscription: 

(1) It was the earliest inscription in chaste sanskrit. 
(2) It described the achievements of Rudradaman-I. 
(3) It gives evidence of presence of forced labour. 
Which of the following inscription best suits the features given above? 
(a) Besnagar Pillar Inscription 
(b) Hathigumpha Inscription 
(c) Junagarh Pillar Inscription 
(d) Sarnath Inscription 

 
Answer: (c) 
Explanation: 
Option (a) is incorrect. Besnagar pillar inscription from Vidisha talks about the pillar 
constructed by Heliodorus, an ambassador of Indo-Greek king of Taxila called Antialcides 
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to the court of Sunga ruler of Vidisha, Kasiputra Bhagabhadra also called as Bhagavata. 
The inscription is recorded in honour of the god of gods Vasudeva. 
Option (b) is incorrect. The Hathigumpha inscription in Prakrit in Udayagiri hills of Orissa 
records the achievements of Kharavela of Kalinga, a Chedi ruler.  
Option (c) is correct. The Junagarh rock inscription of Saka ruler of Ujjain, Rudradaman-
l, dated 150 AD, describes the achievements of Rudradaman-l. This is the earliest 
inscription in chaste Sanskrit. This is the earliest epigraphic evidence of vishti or forced 
labour. This inscription informs us that Sudarsana lake was constructed by Pushyagupta 
at the orders of Chandragupta Maurya. Canals were taken out of this lake by Tusaspa, the 
provincial governor during Ashoka's time. This lake was repaired during the time of 
Rudradaman-l. Later, it seems that the lake was further repaired by Parnadatta during the 
times of the Gupta ruler Skandagupta.   
Option (d) is incorrect. The Sarnath inscription highlights the achievements of Kanishka, 
the Kushana ruler. 
Source: Vajiram and Ravi Yellow book- “Ancient India”- Chapter 1, page no 7 
 
3. Consider the following features: 

(1) The economy of this age was based on both plant cultivation and animal 
domestication. 

(2) New kind of tools of small sizes known as Microliths emerged during this age. 
(3) Mehrgarh, Burzahom and Belan Valley are important sites having remains of 

this age. 
Which of the features given above are correct with respect to Neolithic Age in Indian 
subcontinent? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

 
Answer: (b) 
Explanation: 
Statement 1 is correct. The Neolithic age dating between 5000 BC to 1800 BC is 
characterised by the cultivation of plants and domestication of animals.  
The development of agriculture and cultivation of cereals transformed the nomadic 
hunters into sedentary farmers. This led to the beginning of village settlements, 
manufacture of new types of tools and greater control over nature for exploitation of 
natural resources. 
Neolithic tools such as ground stone tools, cells, adzes (a tool similar to an axe), chisels, 
axes, saws and burins (a tool with a narrow sharp face at the tip used for engraving and 
other purposes) have been found across India.  
Statement 2 is incorrect. Microliths appeared in the Mesolithic age. Due to climate 
change around 9000 B.C., when ice covers melted, there were large water bodies. Big 
hunts migrated into the forests which could not be hunted. In order to hunt small birds and 
fishes, the large tools of Palaeolithic were not useful. So microliths, that is tools of small 
size were invented. 
Statement 3 is correct. The earliest evidence of Neolithic settlements comes from 
Mehrgarh on the bank of the river Bolan in the Kachi plain of Baluchistan around 7000 BC 
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showing beginning of agriculture and domestication of animals. Crops cultivated include 
wheat, barley, plum and dates. Animals like cattle, goat and sheep were domesticated. 
Subsidence pattern is marked by mixed farming which rested on farming, herding 
supplemented by hunting. 
Additional Information: 
Two representative Neolithic sites from the time range of 2500 BC-1500 BC have been 
found from Kashmir valley on the Jhelum river, they are Burzahom (the place of birch) 
and Gufkral (the cave of the potter). Excavations yield great number of typical bone tools, 
wild grains of wheat, pea, barley bones of animals such as goat, sheep, cattle, etc. 
Excavations give indications of predominantly hunting economy in the beginning and later 
developing into agricultural economy. In Burzahom and Gufkral there are Pit Dwellings 
which are circular at top and rectangular at the bottom for protection from cold. At 
Burzahom, we have the characteristic feature of Dog burial along with human graves 
which is a cultural feature of Central Asian Neolithic culture. 
Neolithic sites also are seen in Belan valley in Mirzapur district of Uttar Pradesh. 
Significant sites of the region are Koldihwa, Mahagara and Chopani - Mando. Belan 
valley culture shows an advanced sedentary life characterised by well-defined family 
units, standard pottery tradition, specialised tool types as colts, adzes, chisels. Belan 
valley agriculturists were the earliest agriculturists producing rice. Chopani Mando 
provides the earliest evidence of the use of pottery.  
In the mid-Ganga valley region, excavations at Chirand, Chachar, Senuar show the 
emergence of sedentary village settlements at around 20001600 BC. Excavations indicate 
the cultivation of rice, wheat, barley and pea. Chirand and Senuar yield large number of 
remarkable bone tools. 
Source: Vajiram and Ravi Yellow book- “Ancient India”- Chapter 2, page no 13 
 
4. Consider the following statements about the Indus Valley Civilization: 

(1) Agricultural technology was well developed during this period. 
(2) The Indus Valley economy was insulated during this time because the Indus 

Valley Civilisation neighbours were not as civilized and advanced. 
(3) There is no evidence of presence of language or communication during this 

period due to absence of script or written records. 
Which of the statements given above is/are not correct? 
(a) 3 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 2 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

 
Answer: (b) 
Explanation: 
Statement 1 is correct. Agricultural technology was well developed. Main crops that were 
cultivated were wheat and barley. We have evidence of cultivation of rice in Lothal and 
Rangpur only. Other crops included date mustard, sesamum, leguminous plants and 
cotton. We have evidence of mixed cropping from Kalibangan. The main crops wheat and 
barley were cultivated as rabi (winter) crops, and other crops were cultivated as Kharif 
crops (summer). Fields were not ploughed but dug up with a light toothed instrument. 
Indigo was evident from Rojdi in Gujarat. Well irrigation was known to the people of 
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Alladinho in Sind. Traces of dams have been found from Dholavira in Gujarat along with 
evidence of irrigation canals. 
Statement 2 is not correct. Agriculture and Industry provided the basis for trade. Forest 
produce also supplemented them. There are evidences to show the presence of both 
Internal and Foreign trade. Internal trade developed first among various areas like 
Rajasthan, Saurashtra, South India, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Maharashtra. Foreign trade 
with Mesopotamia or Sumeria (Iraq), Central Asia, Persia, Afghanistan, Bahrain is known. 
Main exports were several agricultural products and a variety of finished products like 
cotton goods, pottery, Ivory products etc. Teak was obtained from Gujarat, Amazonite 
from Hirapuri in Gujarat, Slate from Kangra and Rajasthan, Futshite from North 
Karnataka, Conch from Saurashtra, Deccan Amethyst from Maharashtra, Lead from 
Kashmir and South India, Tin, Jade and Copper from Baluchistan. Main imports 
consisted of Jade from Central Asia, Turquoise from Persia, Lapis Lazuli from Badakshan 
in Afghanistan, Gold and Silver from Afghanistan, Tin from Afghanistan. 
There are literary as well as archaeological evidences of trade links between the 
Sumerian and Indus people. The Sumerian texts refer to trade relations with Meluha' 
which was the ancient name given to the Indus region, and they also speak of two 
intermediate stations called dilmun (Bahrain) and Makan (Makran coast). Discovery of 
many Indus seals and goods in Mesopotamia and of Mesopotamian seals and goods in 
Indus cities shows evidence of contact.  
Harappans had trade relations with Mundigak in Afghanistan, Altyn Depo and Namazga in 
Turkmenistan and Tepe Yahya and Shahr-i-Shakta in Iran.  
Statement 3 is not correct. The language of Harappans at present is unknown as the 
script is not deciphered yet. But there are a number of evidences of scripts and use of 
language. The Harappan script was pictographic with fish as the most represented 
symbol. The number of signs of the Harappan script is known to be between 400 and 600. 
A number of seals with pictographs as well as a signboard inscription have been found 
from Dholavira, Gujarat. 
Additional Information: The Harappans were the first to use silver in the world. 
Indus people were the first to produce cotton in the world.  
Trade was based on the exchange of goods without the use of money. Coins are not 
evident. 
Source: Vajiram and Ravi Yellow book- “Ancient India”- Chapter 3, page no. 20-21. 
 
5. Which of the following features are common to both Buddhism and Jainism? 

(1) Usage of language of common people 
(2) Moderate method of attaining salvation 
(3) Non-belief in soul and rebirth 
(4) Patronage by influential kingdoms 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 and 4 only 
(b) 1, 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1, 3 and 4 only 
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 
Answer: (a) 
Explanation: 
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Statement 1 is correct. Buddhism used Pali and Jainism used Prakrit, both languages of 
common people, which helped in their spread. 
Statement 2 is not correct. The method for attaining salvation for Jainas was an extreme 
one, but for Buddhists it was a moderate one. 
Statement 3 is not correct. While both Jainism and Buddhism believed in rebirth, 
Jainism and not Buddhism believed in soul. 
Statement 4 is correct. While the Nandas patronized Jainism, the Mauryans patronized 
Buddhism. Both the kingdoms were influential. 
Additional Information: Other similarities: 

 Both of them did not attach importance to varna/caste system and hence appealed to 
lower classes. 

 Both of them followed a liberal policy towards women and allowed them to become 
monks. 

 Both of them were against brahmanical domination and ritualistic interpretation of 
Vedas. 

 Both of them were founded by Kshatriyas in Eastern India. 

 Both of them preached similar principles like Truth, non-violence, celibacy and 
detachments. 

 Both of them were non-theistic religions. 

 Both of them believed in Karma 
Source: Vajiram and Ravi Yellow book- “Ancient India”- Chapter 5, page no. 37-38. 
 
6. The Rashtrakutas ruled large parts of the Deccan and South India between 7th and 

10th century. Which of the following statements is/are correct with respect to their 
rule? 
(1) They followed a centralized administration 
(2) The position of the king was hereditary and he was assisted by a council of 

ministers 
(3) Fort was an important feature of the Rashtrakuta military administration 
Select the correct answer using the code given below:  
(a) 1 only  
(b) 1 and 3 only  
(c) 2 and 3 only  
(d) 1, 2 and 3  

 
Answer: (d) 
Explanation:  
The Rashtrakuta Dynasty ruled south India i.e. Karnataka from 725 -985 A.C.E. The word 
Rastra in Sanskrit means region and kuta indicates Chieftains. They were chieftains in 
central India before becoming a ruling dynasty. They contributed greatly towards art and 
architecture which was unique during this period.  
Statement 1 is correct: The Rashtrakutas followed a centralized administration. All 
officials were linked with the king and with the government. He was the fountainhead of 
justice and head of the military.  
Statement 2 is correct: Inscriptions and other literary records indicate the Rashtrakutas 
selected the crown prince based on heredity. The crown did not always pass on to the 
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eldest son. The most important position under the king was the Chief Minister 
(Mahasandhivigrahi). Under him was the commander (Dandanayaka), the foreign minister 
(Mahakshapataladhikrita) and a prime minister (Mahamatya or Purnamathya). 
Statement 3 is correct: The Rashtrakuta Dynasty consisted of infantry, countless 
elephants and several horsemen. The inspiring and majestic capital of Manyakheta was 
the most evident footing military geared up for war in a cantonment. The kings participated 
in the wars with enormous defense forces. Fort was an important feature of the 
Rashtrakuta military administration.  
Source: Vajiram and Ravi Yellow book- “Medieval India”- Chapter 2, Page no. 6-7. 
 
7. The Aihole inscription, which is considered a classic example of poetic excellence in 

Sanskrit, is related to which dynasty? 
(a) Chalukyas 
(b) Pratiharas 
(c) Rashtrakutas 
(d) Pallavas  

 
Answer: (a) 
Explanation:  
Option (a) is the correct answer. 
Aihole in Karnataka state, India, is known as the cradle of Indian architecture. It was the 
first capital of the Chalukyas where they built numerous temples dating back to the 6th 
century CE.  
There are many inscriptions at Aihole, but the inscription at Meguti Temple popularly 
known as Aihole inscription, witnesses many historical events of the Chalukyas. The 
inscription is written in sanskrit and in Kannada script. There is a mention about the defeat 
of Harshavardhana by Pulkeshin II, a mention about the victory of Chalukyas on Pallavas, 
and also mentions the shifting of the capital from Aihole to Badami by Pulkeshin.  
Source: Vajiram and Ravi Yellow book- “Medieval India”- Chapter 1, page no. 4. 
 
8. The Tripartite struggle, for control of Northern India, which took place during early 

medieval era was fought between the Pratiharas, the Palas and the ________. 
(a) Chauhans 
(b) Tomars 
(c) Rashtrakutas 
(d) Chalukyas 

 
Answer: (c) 
Explanation:  
Option (c) is the correct answer. 
The Tripartite Struggle for control of northern India took place during early medieval era. 
The struggle was between the Pratihara Empire, the Pala Empire and the Rashtrakuta 
Empire- three of the most powerful states which had dominated east, north and central 
India.  
The object of political ambition at that time was to conquer and hold the city of 
Kannauj, which had become a symbol of imperial power perhaps owing to its connection 
with Harsha and with Yashovarman, who maintained this status for the city. It became a 
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bone of contention between these three powers and much of their military activities was 
directed towards its conquest. Control of Kannauj also implied control of the upper 
Gangetic valley and its rich resources in trade and agriculture. 

 
Source: Vajiram and Ravi Yellow book- “Medieval India”- Chapter 2, page no. 6-9 
 
9. Match the following foreign travellers with the rulers in whose reign they came to 

India: 
 

 Travellers  Rulers 

A. Al Beruni 1. Md. Bin Tughlaq 

B. Ibn Batuta 2. Aurangzeb 

C. Francois Bernier 3. Mahmud Ghazni 

 
Codes 
 A B C 
(a) 2 3 1 
(b) 3 2 1 
(c) 3 1 2 
(d) 1 2 3 

 
Answer: (c) 
Explanation:  
Option (c) is the correct answer. 
Al-Beruni was an Iranian scholar and polymath. He was from Khwarazm — a region 
which encompasses modern-day western Uzbekistan, and northern Turkmenistan. He 
came to India along with Mahmud Ghazni. He wrote the book ‘Tahqiq-i-Hind’. 
Ibn Batuta was a traveller from Morocco. He visited India during the reign of Mohammed 
Bin Tughlaq. He wrote his travelogue 'Rehla' throwing light on geographical, economic 
and social conditions of that time. 
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Francois Bernier was a French physician and traveller. He was the personal physician of 
the Dara Shikoh, the eldest son of the Mughal emperor Shah Jahan and the emperor’s 
designated successor, and later worked for Daneshmand Khan, a nobleman in the court 
of Emperor Aurangzeb. He wrote 'Travels in the Mughal Empire', which is mainly about 
the reigns of Dara Shikoh and Aurangzeb. 
Source: Themes in Indian History – Part II, Theme 5 
 
10. Which of the following Pallava ruler suppressed the revolt of the Kalabhra rulers? 

(a) Narasimhavarman I 
(b) Rajasimha 
(c) Simhavishnu 
(d) Mahendravarman 

 
Answer: (c) 
Explanation:  
The Kalabhra dynasty ruled over the entire ancient Tamil country between the 3rd and the 
7th century in an era of south Indian history called the Kalabhra interregnum. The 
Kalabhras, possibly Jain, displaced the kingdoms of the early Cholas, early Pandyas and 
Chera dynasties by a revolt. 
Information about the origin and reign of the Kalabhras is scarce. They left neither 
artefacts nor monuments, and the only sources of information are scattered mentions in 
Sangam, Buddhist and Jain literature.  
The rule of the Kalabhras of South India was ended by the counter-invasions of Pandyas, 
Chalukyas and Pallavas. There are other references to the Kalabhras in Pallava and 
Chalukya inscriptions. They were conquered by Pallava king, Simhavishnu. 
Source: Vajiram and Ravi Yellow book- “Medieval India”- Chapter 1, Page no. 1. 
 
11. Consider the following statements related to the Non Cooperation Movement 

launched by Gandhiji in 1921: 
(1) The Non-Cooperation Movement was endorsed at the Nagpur session of the 

Congress in 1920. 
(2) The Congress decided to attain Swaraj through extra constitutional mass 

struggle. 
(3) Mohammad Ali Jinnah, Annie Besant and some other leaders supported the 

movement.  
Which of the statements given above are correct?  
(a) 1 and 2 only  
(b) 1 and 3 only  
(c) 2 and 3 only  
(d) 1, 2 and 3  

 
Answer: (a) 
Explanation:  
The Non-Cooperation Movement was a significant phase of the Indian independence 
movement from British rule. It was led by Mahatma Gandhi after the Jallianwala Bagh 
Massacre. It aimed to resist British rule in India through non-violent means. 
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Gandhi first recommended non-cooperation as a medicine for the Khilafat wrongs at the 
Khilafat Conference held in Delhi on the 23rd November, 1919,' the redress of the Punjab 
wrongs was, of course, there. 
Statement 1 is correct: The special session of the Congress began in Calcutta on 
September 4th, 1920. It was here that the Non-Cooperation Movement was endorsed. 
Statement 2 is correct: It was at this session that the congress decided to have the 
attainment of Swaraj through peaceful and legitimate means thus committing itself to an 
extra-constitutional mass struggle. Along with this, some important organizational changes 
were also made in congress working committee. 
Statement 3 is incorrect: Various prominent leaders like Jinnah, Annie Besant, G.B. 
Shankar Nair, B.C. Patel left the congress as they believed in the constitutional and lawful 
struggle while some like Surendranath Bannerjee founded the Indian national liberation 
federation 
Source: Vajiram and Ravi Yellow book- “Modern India”- Chapter 9, Page no. 187, 
188 
 
12. Consider the following statements regarding the Manifesto released by the 

Swarajists for the elections in 1923: 
(1) The Swarajists had ‘Reform in Councils’ as their key agenda. 
(2) They would represent the nationalist demand of self-government in the 

Councils. 
(3) They would resign from the Councils if their demand was rejected. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  
(a) 2 only  
(b) 1 and 2 only  
(c) 2 and 3 only  
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

 
Answer: (a) 
Explanation:  
The Swaraj Party, established as the Congress-Khilafat Swarajya Party, was a 
political party formed in India in December 1922 that sought greater self-government and 
political freedoms for the Indian people from the British Raj. 
Those advocating entry into legislative councils came to be known as the Pro-changers 
or Swarajists, while the other school of thought led by Vallabhbhai Patel, Rajendra 
Prasad, C. Rajagopalachari and M.A. Ansari came to be known as the ‘No-changers’ 
after Gandhi’s arrest (March 1922). 
The Swarajists argued that entering the Councils would not negate the noncooperation 
programme; in fact, it would be like carrying on the movement through other means - 
opening a new front. 
The Swarajist Manifesto for Elections (Released in October 1923): 
1. The guiding motive of the British in governing India is to secure selfish interests of their 
own country; 
2. Statement 1 is incorrect - The so-called reforms are only a blind to further the said 
interests under the pretence of granting a responsible government, the real objective 
being to continue exploitation of the unlimited resources of the country by keeping Indians 
permanently in a subservient position to Britain; 
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3. Statement 2 is correct - The Swarajists would present the nationalist demand of self-
government in Councils; 
4. Statement 3 is incorrect - If this demand was rejected, they would adopt a policy of 
uniform, continuous and consistent obstruction within the councils to make governance 
through councils impossible; 
5. Councils would thus be wrecked from within by creating deadlocks on every measure. 
Source: Vajiram and Ravi Yellow book- “Modern India”- Chapter 9, page no. 190-
191. 
 
13. Which of the following were among the eleven demands made by Gandhi before the 

Civil Disobedience Movement? 
(1) Accept Postal Reservation Bill 
(2) Reduce expenditure of army and civil services by 50% 
(3) Introduce total prohibition 
(4) Introduce textile protection 
(5) Reserve coastal shipping for Indians 
Select the correct answer using the code given below:  
(a) 1, 2, 3 and 4 only  
(b) 1, 3, 4 and 5 only  
(c) 2, 3, 4 and 5 only  
(d) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 
 

Answer: (d) 
Explanation: 
Gandhi addressed an ultimatum to Viceroy Lord Irwin in the form of 11 point demands on 
31 January, asking him to remove the evils of the British rule and also informed of his 
decision to undertake Dandi Satyagraha wherein the laws of the government would be 
violated.. 
The list of demands consisted the following: 
(1) Prohibit intoxicants (total prohibition), 
(2) Change the ratio between the rupee and the sterling, 
(3) Reduce the rate of land revenue, 
(4) Abolition of salt tax, 
(5) Reduce the military and civil expenditure, 
(6) Reserve coastal shipping for Indians 
(7) Impose custom duty on foreign cloth (textile protection), 
(8) Accept the Postal Reservation Bill, 
(9) Abolish the CID department, 
(10) Release all political prisoners, and 
(11) Issue licenses of arms to citizens for self-protection. 
Gandhiji made it clear that if the 11 points are ignored, the only way out was civil 
disobedience. Breaking the salt laws of the government non-violently was the basic 
activity of civil disobedience. Along with this activity, activities like no tax campaign, no 
revenue and no rent (land tax) campaign became very popular in different parts of India. 
Source: Vajiram and Ravi Yellow book- “Modern India”- chapter 9, page no. 205 
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14. In 1923, the Congress-Khilafat Swaraj Party was formed at which of the following 
Congress sessions? 
(a) Gaya  
(b) Kakinada 
(c) Nagpur 
(d) Delhi  

 
Answer: (a) 
Explanation:  
The Swaraj Party as established as the Congress-Khilafat Swaraj Party. It was a political 
party formed in India in January 1923 after the Gaya annual conference in December 
1922 of the National Congress that sought greater self-government and political 
freedom for the Indian people from the British Raj. It was inspired by the concept of 
Swaraj. The two most important leaders were Chittaranjan Das, who was its president and 
Motilal Nehru, who was its secretary. 
Source: Vajiram and Ravi Yellow book- “Modern India”- chapter 9, page no. 190 
 
15. Which of the pairs given below is/are matched correctly? 
 

1. Justice Party (Madras) : E.V. Ramaswamy Naicker 

2. Unionist Party (Punjab) : Fazl-i-Hussain 

3. Self-Respect Movement 
(Madras) 

: T.M. Nair  

 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 2 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

 
Answer: (c) 
Explanation: 
First pair is incorrect: Justice Party: In reaction to the incipient nationalist movement, 
represented by the nineteenth century Hindu revivalism, which led to improving the 
position of the Brahmin caste, the non-Brahmins of Madras Presidency sought to ally with 
the colonial regime, hoping that foreign rule would protect their position and somewhat 
neutralize power differences within the population. Mindful of the importance of literacy as 
the base of the Brahmins’ virtual monopoly of government offices, the non-Brahmin elite 
sought to advance their communities through education.Dr T.M. Nair, P. Thyagaraja 
Chetty, and C.N. Mudaliar came together and founded the Justice Party in 1916. 
Second pair is correct: The Unionist Party, a secular party, was formed to represent the 
interests of Punjab's large feudal classes and gentry. Sir Sikandar Hyat Khan, Sir Fazli 
Husain, Chaudhry Sir Shahab-ud-Din, and Sir Chhotu Ram were the co-founders of 
the party. Although a majority of Unionists were Muslims, a large number of Hindus and 
Sikhs also supported and participated in the Unionist Party. 
In contrast with the Indian National Congress and many other parties of the time, the 
Unionist Party did not have a mass-based approach. Also in contrast with Congress, the 
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Unionists supported the British Raj, and contested elections for the Punjab Legislative 
Council and the central Legislative Council at a time when Congress and the Muslim 
League were boycotting them. As a result, the Unionist Party dominated the provincial 
legislature for a number of years, allowing an elected provincial government to function 
when other provinces were governed by direct rule. 
Third pair is incorrect: The Self-respect Movement was founded by Ramaswamy 
Naicker in 1925. It was designed to improve the living conditions of the Dravidian people, 
to expose the Brahmin tyranny, and the deceptive methods by which they controlled all 
spheres of Hindu life. 
He organized the “Dravida Nadu Conference” for the advocacy of a separate and 
independent “Dravida Nation”. The demand was reiterated the following year in response 
to the Lahore Resolution passed by the Muslim League demanding the creation of 
Pakistan. 
Source: Vajiram and Ravi Yellow book- “Modern India”- chapter 9, page no. 194-195 
 
16. The Karachi session of the Indian National Congress in 1931 brought about 

resolutions on Fundamental Rights and National Economic Programme. The latter 
included which of the following rights and demands? 
(1) Relief from agricultural indebtedness 
(2) Right to workers and peasants to form unions 
(3) Exemption from rent for uneconomic holdings 
(4) Control of usury 
Select the correct answer using the code given below:  
(a) 1, 2 and 3 only  
(b) 1, 2 and 4 only  
(c) 2 and 3 only  
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4  

 
Answer: (d) 
Explanation:  
The Karachi Resolution was passed by the Indian National Congress at its 1931 Karachi 
session. The Session was conducted in the shadow of three major events. First, 
Mahatma Gandhi had been released from prison following his Salt Satyagraha. 
Second, the Gandhi-Irwin pact had just been concluded which had brought the civil 
disobedience movement to an end. And third, the British government had, a week before 
the session, executed Bhagat Singh and two of his associates in connection with the 
Kakori Conspiracy case.  
The Resolution is three pages long and is mostly written in a quasi-legal style. It reiterated 
the Congress Party’s commitment to ‘Purna Swaraj’ or ‘complete independence’. In 
addition to fundamental rights which protected civil liberties, the Resolution for the first 
time put forward a list of socio-economic principles/rights that the Indian state had to 
adhere to.  
These included: 

 Substantial reduction in rent and revenue 

 Exemption from rent for uneconomic holdings 

 Relief from agricultural indebtedness 

 Control of usury 
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 Better conditions of work including a living wage, limited hours of work, protection of 
women  workers 

 Right of workers and peasants to form unions 

 State ownership and control of key industries, mines and means of transport 
Source: Vajiram and Ravi Yellow book- “Modern India”- chapter 9, page no. 211 
 
17. What was/were the reason/s for Mahatma Gandhi to organize the Satyagraha 

Sabha during the Rowlatt Act agitation? 
(1) Gandhiji did not want to start a mass movement against the government. 
(2) The constitutional protest did not yield the desired results. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below:  
(a) 1 only  
(b) 2 only  
(c) Both 1 and 2  
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 
Answer: (b) 
Explanation:  
Post world war I, as Indians were expecting certain constitutional concessions, the 
Government came out with repressive Rowlatt act. The Act allowed certain political cases 
to be tried without juries and permitted internment of suspects without trial. Gandhi called 
for a nationwide protest in February 1919.  
Statement 1 is incorrect - The forms of protest included observance of nationwide 
hartal accompanied by fasting and prayer, and Civil Disobedience against specific laws, 
and courting arrest and imprisonment. Thus, first option is incorrect.  
Statement 2 is correct - But soon, having seen the constitutional protest fail, Gandhi 
organized a Satyagraha Sabha and roped in younger members of Home Rule League and 
Pan Islamists. 
Source: Vajiram and Ravi Yellow book- “Modern India”- Chapter 9, page no. 184. 
 
18. The Government of India Act, 1935 provided for: 

(1) All India Federation 
(2) Provincial Autonomy 
(3) The establishment of a federal court 
(4) Introduction of direct elections 
(5) A partial reorganization of the Madras province 
Which of the statements given above are correct? 
(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 
(b) 1, 2, 3 and 4 only  
(c) 1, 3, 4 and 5 only  
(d) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 

 
Answer: (b) 
Explanation: 
The Government of India Act, 1935 was passed by the British Parliament in August 1935. 
With 321 Sections and 10 Schedules, this was the longest Act passed by the British 
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Parliament so far and was later split into two parts viz. Government of India Act, 1935 
and Government of Burma Act, 1935. 
The Government of India Act, 1935 derived material from four key sources viz. Report of 
the Simon Commission, discussions at the Third Round Table Conference, the White 
Paper of 1933 and the reports of the Joint select committees. 
Various features of the Act were: 
1) All India Federation- The proposed all India federation included 11 provinces of 

British India, 6 Chief Commissioners Provinces and those princely states who might 
accede to the federation. For princely states, the accession to the Federation was 
voluntary. 

2) Provincial Autonomy- With the abolition of Dyarchy at provinces, the entire provincial 
administration was instructed to the responsible ministers who were controlled and 
removed by the provincial legislatures. 

3) Establishment of a federal court- The Government of India Act, 1935 provided for 
the establishment of Federal Court to interpret the Act and adjudicate disputes relating 
to the federal matters. It provided that the Federal Courts should consist of one Chief 
justice and not more than six judges. 

4) Extension of franchise- The act extended the franchise. This act introduced for the 
first time the direct elections. About 10% of the total population got the voting rights. 

5) Reorganization of the provinces- The partial reorganization of the provinces included 
separation of Sind from Bombay, Splitting Bihar and Orissa into separate provinces, 
Complete separation of Burma from India, detachment of Aden from India and 
establishing as a separate colony. Madras was not reorganized. 

Additional Information: 
6) Safeguards and reservations- A controversial feature of the Government of India 

Act, 1935 was the safeguards and reservations provided in the Act, would serve as 
checks and limitations on such undesirable tendencies which might lead to the failure 
of the responsible government in India. 

7) Federal Railway Authority- The GOI act 1935 vested the control of Railway in a new 
authority called Federal Railway Authority, which had seven members and was free 
from control of ministers and councillors. 

8) Federal legislature- The bicameral federal legislature would be consisted of two 
houses viz. Council of states and Federal Assembly. 

Source: Vajiram and Ravi Yellow book- “Modern India”- chapter 9, page no. 216-217 
 
19. Consider the following pairs: 
 

 Governors-General  Events 

1. Warren Hastings : Second Treaty of Benares 

2. Lord Cornwallis : Battle of Kharda 

3. Lord Hastings : Ryotwari System in Madras 

 
Which of the pairs given above are correctly matched?  
(a) 1 and 2 only  
(b) 1 and 3 only  
(c) 2 and 3 only  
(d) 1, 2 and 3 
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Answer: (b) 
Explanation: 
First pair is correctly matched: Treaties of Benaras, (1773 and 1775), two agreements 
regulating relations between the British government of Bengal and the ruler of the state of 
Oudh. 
The First Treaty of Banaras (1773) was the result of the Mughal emperor Shah Alam’s 
cession of Allahabad and Kora to the warlike Marathas as the price of their support. The 
Second Treaty of Banaras (1775) is otherwise known as the Treaty of Faizabad. It was 
forced on the new vizier of Oudh by the company’s governing council after the death of 
Shuja. Both the treaties took place during Warren Hastings. 
Second pair is incorrectly matched: The Battle of Kharda took place in 1795 between 
Nizam and Maratha Empire’s Madhavrao II, in which Nizam was badly defeated. 
Governor General John Shore followed the policy of non-intervention despite that Nizam 
was under his protection. So this led to the loss of trust with the British. This was the last 
battle fought together by all the Maratha chiefs. The Maratha forces contained a fair 
number of Arab and Afghan mercenaries. 
Third pair is correctly matched: The English East India Company had aimed to collect 
the land revenue through different systems. The Company introduced the Zamindari 
revenue system, Mahalwari revenue system and Ryotwari revenue system. Ryotwari 
system was more practical and feasible than the other two systems. Thomas Munro was 
the author of this system. The ryotwari system recognized the government as proprietor of 
the land and undertook to determine the right of every man who paid a single rupee to the 
government. It was a settlement to be made directly with the ryots themselves and its 
object was to protect the interests of the actual cultivators of the soil. This type of 
settlement in the newly conquered and ceded territories was the absence of a large class 
of zamindars and middle-men. The only persons available for collection of revenue were a 
few Polygars whose claims had to be set aside. Since no intermediate agency for revenue 
collection was available, and such as was available to be eliminated for political reasons, 
the British officers proceeded to collect the revenue directly from the cultivators. This 
happened during the tenure of Lord Hastings. 
Source: Vajiram and Ravi, Modern India Yellow Book, chapter 3, Page 32, 37 and 40. 
 
20. Which of the following is/are correct with respect to the Pindaris? 

(1) They comprised of different tribes who got together for the purpose of plunder. 
(2) They came into existence when the Mughal Empire was breaking up. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below:  
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2   

 
Answer: (b) 
Explanation:   
Statement 1 is not correct - Pindari, historically, an irregular horseman, plunderer, or 
forager attached to a Muslim army in India who were allowed to plunder in lieu of pay.  
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The Pindaris followed the Maratha bands who raided Mughal territory from the late 17th 
century. Statement 2 is correct -With the collapse of the Mughal Empire in the 18th 
century, these camp followers organized themselves into groups, each usually 
attached to one of the leading Maratha chiefs. But as those chiefs themselves grew weak 
at the end of the century, the Pindaris became largely a law unto them and conducted 
raids from hideouts in central India. The majority of their leaders were Muslims, but they 
recruited from all classes. The third war (1817–18) was the result of an invasion of 
Maratha territory in the course of operations against Pindari robber bands by the 
British governor-general, Lord Hastings. 
 
Source: Vajiram and Ravi Yellow book- “Modern India”- chapter 3, Page no. 43. 
 
21. The Thomasonian system of North-Western provinces is related to 

(a) Education 
(b) Health 
(c) Famine 
(d) Diarchy 

 
Answer: (a) 
Explanation:  
Thomasonian system is related to vernacular education. It was named after Lieutenant-
Governor of the North-Western Provinces James Thomson, a post he held for ten years. 
By 1853 he had also established a system of 897 locally supported elementary schools in 
centrally located villages that provided a vernacular education for children throughout the 
region. In these village schools, useful subjects such as mensuration and agriculture 
sciences were taught. The purpose was to train personnel for the newly set up Revenue 
and Public Works Department. 
Source: Vajiram and Ravi, Modern India Yellow Book, chapter 3, Page 47. 
 
22. Which war is also called as “Auckland’s Folly”?  

(a) Anglo-Nepal war 
(b) Anglo-Burmese war 
(c) Anglo-Afghan war 
(d) Anglo-Sikh war 

 
Answer: (c) 
Explanation:  
The First Anglo-Afghan War (also known as Disaster in Afghanistan) was fought 
between the British East India Company led by Lord Auckland, the Governor-General of 
India and the Emirate of Afghanistan from 1839 to 1842. The war is notorious for the loss 
of 4,500 British and Indian soldiers, plus 12,000 of their camp followers to Afghan tribal 
fighters.  
In 1842 some 700 European soldiers, 3,800 Indian sepoys and 14,000 civilian staff fled 
Kabul in the deep chill of winter. The British occupation of Afghanistan, in place since 
1839, was no longer tenable. A week later a single survivor from this fleet staggered into 
view at the British-held fort at Jalalabad in eastern Afghanistan. It was “a war begun for 
no wise purpose” and thus called “Auckland’s folly” and one that need never has taken 
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place. It would stand as the worst British military disaster until the fall of Singapore exactly 
a century later. Fearing a Russian attack on its most treasured possession, Britain looked 
to secure Kabul. It would have been easy simply to make a pact with Afghanistan’s ruler, 
Dost Mohammad. Instead Britain backed Shah Shuja, the deposed king, who had been 
living in exile in India for three decades. Thus began the “Great Game”, an entirely 
unnecessary competition for Afghanistan between Russia and Britain. The war cost £15m 
- about £50 billion ($80 billion) in today’s money - and the lives of 40,000 people, 50,000 
camels and at least one cat. 
Source: Vajiram and Ravi Yellow book- “Modern India”- chapter 3, Page no. 49. 
 
23. Consider the following statements regarding the Hindu Widow Remarriage Act 

(1856): 
(1) In Bengal, the reform achieved imminent success. 
(2) Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar was the main activists behind this Act. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 
Answer: (b) 
Explanation:  
The Hindu Widows' Remarriage Act, 1856, also Act XV, 1856, enacted on 26 July 1856, 
legalized the remarriage of Hindu widows in all jurisdictions of India under East India 
Company rule.  
Statement 1 is incorrect - In Bengal, the reform did not achieve imminent success. 
Later, during the 1890s in Western India, Prof. D.K. Karve took up the cause and in 
Madras Presidency; K.V. Pantulu made efforts in the same direction in 1880s. 
Statement 2 is correct - The Act of 1856, enacted in response to the campaign of 
Pandit Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar, provided legal safeguards against loss of certain 
forms of inheritance for remarrying a Hindu widow, though, under the Act, the widow 
forsook any inheritance due her from her deceased husband. Especially targeted in the 
act were Hindu child widows whose husbands had died before consummation of 
marriage.  
Source: Vajiram and Ravi Yellow book- “Modern India”- chapter 3, Page no. 51. 
 
24. Consider the following statements: 

(1) Printing Press in India was introduced by the Portuguese in Goa. 
(2) The English East India Company set up its first printing press in Bombay. 
(3) The first Censorship of Press Act was introduced by Lord Amherst. 
Which of the statements given above are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 only  
(b) 1 and 3 only  
(c) 2 and 3 only  
(d) 1, 2 and 3  

 
Answer: (a) 
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Explanation:  
Statement 1 is correct: The art of printing first entered India through Goa. Printing 
operations began in Goa in 1556 (with the first printing press being established at the 
Jesuit Saint Paul's College in Old Goa), resulting in the publication of Conclusiones 
Philosophicas. 
Statement 2 is correct:  In 1674-75 at Bombay, East India Company established its first 
press, with only a Latin typeface. 
Statement 3 is incorrect: Lord Wellesley imposed severe censorship on all newspapers. 
The Censorship of the Press Act, 1799, (which was the first censorship act) imposed 
almost wartime restrictions on the press. These regulations required: 
1. The newspaper was to clearly print in every issue the name of the printer, the editor 

and the proprietor. 
2. The publisher was to submit all material for pre-censorship to the Secretary to the 

Government. 
3. The breach of these rules was punishable with immediate deportation. 
In 1807 the Censorship Act was extended to cover journals, pamphlets and even books. 
The relaxation of press restrictions came under Lord Hastings. 
Source: Vajiram and Ravi Yellow book- “Modern India”- Chapter 3, Page no. 48. 
 
25. After which war was Kashmir transferred to Maharaja Gulab Singh by the British? 

(a) First Anglo-Sikh war 
(b) Second Anglo-Sikh war 
(c) First Anglo-Afghan war 
(d) Second Anglo-Afghan war 

 
Answer: (a) 
Explanation:  
The First Anglo-Sikh War was fought between the Sikh Empire and the East India 
Company between 1845 and 1846. It resulted in partial subjugation of the Sikh kingdom. 
After the war, In the Treaty of Lahore on 9 March 1846, the Sikhs were made to 
surrender the valuable region (the Jullundur Doab) between the Beas River and Sutlej 
River. The Lahore Durbar was also required to pay an indemnity of 15 million rupees. 
Because it could not readily raise this sum, it ceded Kashmir, Hazarah and all the forts, 
territories, rights and interests in the hill countries situated between the Rivers Beas and 
Indus to the East India Company, as equivalent to ten million of rupees.  
In a later separate arrangement (the Treaty of Amritsar), the Raja of Jammu, Gulab 
Singh, purchased Kashmir from the East India Company for a payment of 7.5 million 
rupees and was granted the title Maharaja of Jammu and Kashmir. 
Source: Vajiram and Ravi Yellow book- “Modern India”- Chapter 3, Page no. 49-50. 
 
26. During Quit India Movement, parallel governments were established at many 

places. Match the following pairs in this regard: 
 

 Place  Leader/Type of 
Government 

A. Tamluk 1. Chittu Pandey 

B. Satara 2. Prati Sarkar 



 

Page 19 of 67 
 

C. Talcher 3. Jatiya Sarkar 

D. Ballia 4. Lakshman Nayak 

 
Codes 

A B C D 
(a)  2 1 4 3 
(b) 4 3 2 1 
(c) 3 2 4 1 
(d) 1 2 4 3 

 
Answer: (c) 
Explanation: 
Parallel governments during Quit India Movement: 

 Ballia – 1942, Chittu Pandey was the leader. 

 Tamluk – Midnapore, 1942-44, Jatiya Sarkar was formed and an army called Vidyut 
Vahini was organised. 

 Satara – 1943-45, Y.B Chavan and Nana Patil organised the Prati Sarkar, Nyayadan 
Mandals and Gandhi Marriages. 

 Talcher – Shortest time period under Lakshman Nayak  
Hence the correct answer is option (c). 
Source: Vajiram and Ravi Yellow book- “Modern India”- Chapter 10, Page no. 237 
 
27. The August Offer of 1940 marked an important offer of cooperation made by the 

British towards the Congress. Which of the following is/are not correct about it? 
(1) Lord Wavell made August Offer to solicit cooperation of the Congress in war 

efforts. 
(2) It offered Dominion Status as the objective for India. 
(3) It called for an immediate expansion of the Viceroy’s Executive Council. 
(4) It offered setting up of Constituent Assembly where mainly Indians would 

decide the Constitution. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 only  
(b) 1 and 4 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only  
(d) 3 only  

 
Answer: (a) 
Explanation: 
The British Government made an announcement on 8 August 1940, which came to be 
known as the ‘August Offer’: 
Statement 1 is not correct - Lord Linlithgow made this offer to solicit cooperation of 
congress in war efforts.  
Statement 2 is correct - It offered Dominion Status as the objective for India.  
Statement 3 is correct - It called for an immediate expansion of Viceroy’s Executive 
Council.  
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Statement 4 is correct - It offered setting up of Constituent Assembly where mainly 
Indians would decide the constitution.  
Hence the answer is (a). 
Source: Vajiram and Ravi Yellow book- “Modern India”- Chapter 10, Page no. 232 
 
28. On August 8, 1942, the Congress passed Quit India resolution at Gowalia tank in 

Bombay. Which of the following is not correct about the resolution?  
(a) Form a provisional Government of India after the British withdrawal 
(b) Nehru was named as the leader of the struggle 
(c) Sanction a civil disobedience movement against the British rule 
(d) Demand an immediate end to the British rule in India 

 
Answer: (b) 
Explanation: 
The Quit India resolution was ratified and the meeting of AICC at Gowalia tank Bombay 
resolved to: 
Option (a) is correct - Form a provisional Government of India after British withdrawal 
Declare commitment of free India to defend against all types of Fascism and Imperialism 
Option (b) is incorrect - Gandhi was named leader of the struggle 
Option (c) is correct - Sanction a civil disobedience movement against British rule 
Option (d) is correct - Demand an immediate end to British rule in India 
Hence the answer is choice (b). 
Source: Vajiram and Ravi Yellow book- “Modern India”- Chapter 10, Page no. 234 
 
29. To seek Indian cooperation in war efforts, Cripps Mission was sent. Which of the 

following was/were the reason/reasons for the failure of the Mission? 
(1) The offer of dominion status instead of complete independence. 
(2) Representation of the States by nominees. 
(3) No right to Provinces to secede. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below:  
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only  
(c) 1 and 3 only  
(d) 1 and 2 only 

 
Answer: (d) 
Explanation:  
Stafford Cripps was a left wing labourite who actively supported the Indian National 
movement. He was sent to India to seek cooperation of Indians in the war. Yet following 
were the reasons for its failure: 

 The offer of dominion status instead of complete independence. Hence statement 1 
is correct. 

 Representation of the states by nominees instead of elected representatives. Hence 
statement 2 is correct. 

 Right to provinces to secede. Hence statement 3 is not correct. 
Source: Vajiram and Ravi Yellow book- “Modern India”- Chapter 10, Page no. 234 
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30. Consider the following statements with respect to Rajagopalachari formula: 
(1) According to it, the Muslim League was to form an interim government of its 

own. 
(2) Mahatma Gandhi supported the formula. 
Which of the statements given above is/are not correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 
Answer: (a) 
Explanation:  
Objective of the C R Formula was to solve the political deadlock between the All India 
Muslim League and Indian National Congress.  
Statement 1 is not correct: Muslim League would cooperate with Congress in forming 
interim government.  
Statement 2 is correct: Gandhiji supported the plan.  
Formula stated:  

 Muslim League to endorse the demand for complete independence. 

 Muslim majority provinces government would go to plebiscite. 

 A commission would demarcate the contiguous areas in NWFP and NEI. 
Source: Vajiram and Ravi Yellow book- “Modern India”- Chapter 10, Page no. 238 
 
31. The Desai-Liaqat Pact was an attempt to come out of political impasse after the 

failure of Gandhi-Jinnah talks. Which of the following were features of the Desai-
Liaqat Pact? 
(1) Number of nominations by the League and the Congress in Central Legislative 

Assembly to be in proportion to respective population 
(2) The Government to function as per the Government of India Act 1935 
(3) No reservation for minorities, rather representation as per population 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) 3 only  
(d) 2 and 3 only  

 
Answer: (b) 
Explanation:  
After failure of Gandhi Jinnah talks, Desai Liaqat Pact was another attempt made by 
Bhulabhai Desai and Liaqat Ali Khan to come to a middle line. The proposals were: 

 An equal number of persons to be nominated by League and Congress in Central 
Legislature. Hence statement 1 is not correct.  

 Government to be formed would function along the Act of 1935. Hence statement 2 
is correct.  

 20% seats reserved for minorities. Hence statement 3 is not correct. 
Hence option (b) is the correct alternative. 
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Source: Vajiram and Ravi Yellow book- “Modern India”- Chapter 10, Page no. 239 
 
32. Lord Wavell, the then Governor-General of India, put forth his plan in 1945 to 

resolve the deadlock in Indian politics. Which of the following is not correct about it? 
(a) All members of the Executive Council were to be Indians.  
(b) Hindus and Muslims were to have equal representation. 
(c) The reconstructed Council would be responsible to the Central Legislative 

Assembly. 
(d) The Governor General would exercise his veto on the advice of ministers. 

 
Answer: (c) 
Explanation:  
 Lord Wavell became the Viceroy of India in 1943 succeeding Lord Linlithgow. In June 

1945, he announced his proposals to break the constitutional deadlock in India. This 
was called the Wavell Plan. (The deadlock was because the Congress wanted a 
united India whereas the Muslim League wanted partition.) 

 The Viceroy’s Executive Council was to have all Indian members except the Viceroy 
himself and the Commander-in-Chief. 

 The Council was to have a ‘balanced representation’ of all Indians including ‘caste-
Hindus’, Muslims, Depressed Classes, Sikhs, etc. Muslims were given 6 out of 14 
members which accounted for more than their share of the population (25%). 

 The Viceroy/Governor-General would still have the power of veto but its use would be 
minimal. 

 The foreign affairs portfolio would be transferred from the Governor-General to an 
Indian member. Defence would be handled by a British general until the full transfer of 
power was made. 

 A conference would be convened by the Viceroy to get a list of all the members 
recommended to the Council from all parties concerned. In case a joint list was not 
agreed upon, separate lists would be taken from the parties. This was to be the 
Shimla Conference. 

 If this plan worked, similar councils would be formed in all provinces comprising of 
local leaders. 

Hence, the correct answer is (c). 
Source: Vajiram and Ravi Yellow book- “Modern India”- Chapter 10, Page no. 276 
 
33. The formation of the Indian National Army gave a fillip to the Indian struggle for 

independence. Consider the following statements in this regard: 
(1) The idea of an Indian National Army was first conceived by Rashbehari Bose 

in Singapore. 
(2) The support of allied powers to the INA cause also gave a boost to the 

movement. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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Answer: (d) 
Explanation:  
The Indian National Army was an armed force formed by Indian nationalists in 1942 in 
Southeast Asia during World War II. 
Statement 1 is incorrect: The idea was first conceived by Captain Mohan Singh in 
Malaya in 1942.  
The second phase was taken up by Subhash Chandra Bose assisted by Rashbehari Bose 
in this endeavour. 
Even a women regiment called Rani Jhansi Regiment was formed. 
A Provisional government was set up with headquarters at Rangoon and Singapore. 
Statement 2 is incorrect: The support of Axis powers proved to be a help for the army 
at least initially.  
Hence, the correct answer is (d).  
Source: Vajiram and Ravi Yellow book- “Modern India”- Chapter 10, Page no. 240-
241 
 
34. With respect to modern Indian history, match the following events with the Viceroy 

under whose period the event occurred: 
 

 Event  Viceroy 

A First general elections 1 Lord Mountbatten 

B Third Round Table Conference 2 Lord Linlithgow 

C Direct Action Day 3 Lord Willington 

D Introduction of Indian Independence Bill 4 Lord Wavell 

 
Codes 
 A B C D 
(a) 2 3 4 1 
(b) 4 3 2 1 
(c) 3 2 4 1 
(d) 2 1 4 3 

 
Answer: (a) 
Explanation: 
Some of the landmark events during different viceroys are: 

 Lord Willingdon - Second and third round table conferences, Passing of 
Government of India act 1935, Poona Pact 

 Lord Linlithgow – First general elections, Formation of Forward bloc, Lahore 
resolution, August offer, Cripps mission, Quit India Movement 

 Lord Wavell – C R Formula, Shimla Conference, Cabinet Mission, Direct Action Day, 
Interim government, Attlee’s statement 

 Lord Mountbatten – June 3rd Plan, Introduction of Indian independence bill in 
house of Commons 

Hence, the correct answer is option (a). 
Source: Vajiram and Ravi Yellow book- “Modern India”- Chapter 10, Page no. 230-
250 
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35. The Cabinet Mission arrived in India in 1946. Which of the following was/were the 

main points offered by it?  
(1) Rejection of the demand for a full fledged Pakistan 
(2) Constituent Assembly to be elected by provincial assemblies by direct election 
(3) The Provinces were to have full autonomy and residual powers 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 1 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3  

 
Answer: (c) 
Explanation:  
Cabinet Mission consisting of Sir Pethik Lawrence, Sir Stafford Cripps and V. Alexander 
arrived in India in 1946. Following were the main points offered: 

 Rejection of the demand for a full fledged Pakistan. Hence Statement 1 is correct. 

 Constituent assembly to be elected by provincial assemblies by proportional 
representation. Hence Statement 2 is incorrect. 

 Provinces were to have full autonomy and residual powers. Hence Statement 3 is 
correct. 

 Three tier executive and legislature 

 Princely states free to enter into any agreement with successor governments.  
Source: Vajiram and Ravi Yellow book- “Modern India”- Chapter 10, Page no. 281 
 
36. Lord Mountbatten announced his Plan on 3rd June 1947. Which of the following 

were its salient features? 
(1) It accepted the principle of partition of British India 
(2) It offered Dominion status for successor governments 
(3) It provided for referendum in the North West Frontier Province  
(4) It provided for Sylhet to join the dominion of India 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 and 3 only 
(b) 1, 2 and 3 only 
(c) 3 and 4 only 
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 
Answer: (b) 
Explanation:  
Mountbatten Plan: The British government proposed a plan announced on 3 June 1947 
that included these principles: 

 Principle of the Partition of British India was accepted by the British Government 

 Successor governments would be given dominion status 

 Referendum in North West Frontier Province to join Pakistan or not 

 Referendum in Sylhet on joining Muslim area of Bengal 
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Thus, all statements except 4th point were salient features of the Mountbatten Plan. 
Hence, option (b) is the correct answer.  
Source: Vajiram and Ravi Yellow book- “Modern India”- Chapter 10, Page no. 273 
 
37. On July 18, 1947 the British Parliament ratified the ‘Independence of India Act, 

1947’. Consider the following provisions in this regard: 
(1) Boundaries were to be determined by a Boundary Commission headed by Sir 

McMahon. 
(2) The Governors-General of India and Pakistan were to be appointed by the 

British King.  
(3) The Princely States were free to join either India or Pakistan or remain 

independent. 
(4) The British government would not continue any control on any dominion. 
Which of the statements given above are correct? 
(a) 1 and 3 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 2, 3 and 4 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 4 only 

 
Answer: (c) 
Explanation: 
The Independence of India Act provided for the following provisions: 

 It provided for two dominion states: India and Pakistan. 

 The boundaries between the two dominion states were to be determined by a 
Boundary Commission headed by Sir Cyril Radcliff.  Hence statement 1 is 
incorrect. 

 It provided for partition of Punjab & Bengal and separate boundary commissions to 
demarcate the boundaries between them. 

 Both the dominions of India and Pakistan were to have Governor Generals to be 
appointed by the British King. The act also provided for a common Governor General. 
Hence statement 2 is correct. 

 The authority of the British Crown over the princely states ceased and they were free 
to join either India or Pakistan or remain independent. Hence statement 3 is correct. 

 British Government would not continue any control on any dominion. Hence 
statement 4 is correct. 

Source: Vajiram and Ravi Yellow book- “Modern India”- Chapter 10, Page no. 250 
 
38. Mahatma Gandhi and his followers did not favour an immediate mass struggle after 

the breakout of World War 2. Which of the following can be cited as reason(s)? 
(1) They believed that the cause of allied factors was just. 
(2) Inability of the Congress organisation to lead a mass struggle 
(3) Masses were not ready to participate in another conflict. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 and 3 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 3 only 
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(d) 1, 2 and 3  
 
Answer: (d) 
Explanation:  
After Linlithgow’s statement, there was a general sentiment of launching mass struggle 
among some leaders. Mahatma Gandhi was not in support of a movement because: 

 They believed that the cause of allied factors was just. Hence statement 1 is correct. 

 Inability of Congress organisation to lead a mass struggle. Hence statement 2 is 
correct. 

 Masses not ready to participate in another conflict. Hence statement 3 is correct. 

 Possibility of mass struggle degenerating into communal conflict. 
Hence the correct answer is (d). 
Source: Vajiram and Ravi Yellow book- “Modern India”- Chapter 10, Page no. 231 
 
39. Which of the following was the objective of Dickie Bird Plan?  

(a) To balkanize India into small parts to suit British imperialist designs 
(b) To divide India but retain maximum unity 
(c) To prevent the outbreak of any mass movement in India during the world war 

period 
(d) To frame the Indian National Army prisoners as terrorists in front of Indian 

masses 
 
Answer: (a) 
Explanation:  
Dickie Bird Plan/Plan Balkan/Ismay Plan: 

 This plan envisaged the transfer of power to separate provinces (or to a confederation, 
if formed before the transfer), with Punjab and Bengal given the option to vote for 
partition of their provinces. 

 The various units thus formed along with the princely states would have the option of 
joining India or Pakistan or remaining separate. 

 Brainchild of Lord Mountbatten, it was intended to balkanize India into small parts 
to suit British imperialist designs.  

Hence the correct answer is (a). 
Source: Vajiram and Ravi Yellow book- “Modern India”- Chapter 10, Page no. 250 
 
40. With respect to modern Indian History, arrange the following events from the earliest 

to the latest on the road to India’s freedom: 
(1) Cabinet Mission offers its plan 
(2) Royal Indian Navy Mutiny 
(3) Indian National Army established by Subhash Chandra Bose 
(4) Direct Action Day 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 2-1-4-3 
(b) 2-3-1-4 
(c) 3-2-1-4 
(d) 3-1-4-2 
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Answer: (c) 
Explanation:  
Timeline: 
1943 - Subhash Chandra Bose established the Indian National Army. 
Feb 18, 1946 - Mutiny of the Indian naval ratings in Bombay. (Royal Indian Navy Mutiny) 
May 16, 1946 – Cabinet Mission announces its recommendations. 
August 16, 1946 – Direct Action Day or the Great Calcutta killings  
Source: Vajiram and Ravi Yellow book- “Modern India”- Chapter 10, Page no. 253-
254 
 
41. Consider the following pairs: 
 

 Organisation  Member 

1. Abhinav Bharat Association : V.D Savarkar 

2. Indian Independence League : Rasbehari Bose 

3. Atmonnati Samiti : Barindra Kumar Ghosh 

 
Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched?  
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 2 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

 
Answer: (d) 
Explanation:  
Statement 1 is correct. Abhinav Bharat Society was a secret society founded by V D 
Savarkar and his brother G D Savarkar in 1903.It included revolutionaries and political 
activists with branches in various parts of India. 
Statement 2 is correct. The Indian Independence League was founded in 1928 by Indian 
expatriates, was a political organisation operated in order to organise Indian living outside. 
Rasbehari Bose was active member of Indian Independence League. 
Statement 3 is correct. Atmonnati Samiti was revolutionary’s organisation operating in 
areas of Bengal. Barindra Kumar Ghosh was associated with the organisation. 
Source: Vajiram and Ravi Yellow book- “Modern India”- Chapter 8, Page no. 171 
 
42. Gopal Krishna Gokhale was an important social and political activist who contributed 

towards political training of masses. In this context consider the following 
statements: 
(1) He was the founder of Servants of India Society. 
(2) He started the English weekly named ‘The Hitavada’. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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Answer: (c) 
Explanation:  
Statement 1 is correct. Gopal Krishna Gokhale was one of the forerunners of the Indian 
Independence Movement. Gokhale was a senior leader of the Indian National Congress. 
He was founder of the Servants of India Society which was dedicated to inspire 
nationalistic feelings among his fellow countrymen. During his political career, Gokhale 
campaigned for self-rule and also stressed the need of social reform. Within the 
Congress, he led the moderate faction of the party that was in favour of reforms by 
working and co-operating with existing government institutions and machinery. 
Statement 2 is correct. The Hitavada was founded in 1911 by Gopal Krishna Gokhale at 
Nagpur. 
Source: Vajiram and Ravi Yellow book- “Modern India”- Chapter 8, Page no. 139 
 
43. Which of the following were salient features of the Indian Councils Act, 1909? 

(1) There was provision for non-official majority in Provincial Councils. 
(2) The concept of separate electorates was introduced. 
(3) The Viceroy’s Executive Council was opened for Indian members. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3  

 
Answer: (d) 
Explanation:  
The Indian Councils Act 1909 or Morley-Minto Reform or Minto-Morley Reform was an 
attempt to placate the demands of moderates in Indian National Congress and to increase 
the participation of Indians the governance. 
Statement 1 is correct. The provincial legislative councils were expanded with non-
official majority. However, there was no majority membership for elected members. The 
members of the Legislative Councils were permitted to discuss the budgets, suggest the 
amendments and even to vote on them; excluding those items that were included as non-
vote items. They were also entitled to ask supplementary questions during the legislative 
proceedings. 
Statement 2 is correct. The right of separate electorate was given to the Muslims. Some 
constituencies were earmarked for Muslims and only Muslims could vote their 
representatives. 
Statement 3 is correct. Lord Minto appointed Satyendra P Sinha as the first Indian 
member of the Viceroy’s Executive Council. 
Sources: (1) Vajiram and Ravi Yellow book- “Modern India”- Chapter 8, Page no. 
156-157 
(2) A Brief History of Modern India,Spectrum, page no.  97-98 
 
44. Arrange the following revolutionary activities during India’s freedom struggle in 

chronological order from earliest to latest: 
(1) Attempt to kill Lord Harding-Delhi Conspiracy case 
(2) Alipur Conspiracy case 
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(3) Kakori train robbery case 
(4) Lahore conspiracy case 
Which of the options given below is correct? 
(a) 1-2-3-4 
(b) 1-2-4-3 
(c) 2-1-4-3 
(d) 2-1-3-4 

 
Answer: (d) 
Explanation:  
In 1908 a revolutionary conspiracy was intrigued to kill the Chief Presidency Magistrate 
D.H. Kingford of Muzaffarpur. It is popularly known as Alipore Bomb case. Leaders like 
Sri Aurbindo, Barin Ghosh were tried for conspiracy. 
Delhi Conspiracy, refers to a conspiracy in 1912 to assassinate the then Viceroy of India, 
Lord Hardinge, on the occasion of transferring the capital of British India from Calcutta to 
New Delhi. 
The Kakori Conspiracy was a train robbery that took place on 9 August 1925. The 
robbery was organised by the Hindustan Republican Association (HRA). 
Lahore Conspiracy case is related to murder of Assistant Superintendent Saunders and 
bomb manufacturing. HRSA in leadership of Bhagat Singh conducted the act in 1929. 
Sources: (1) Source: Vajiram and Ravi Yellow book- “Modern India”- Chapter 8, 
Page no. 170. 
(2) A Brief History of Modern India, Spectrum, page 97-98 
 
45. Which of the following was/were the joint demands by the Congress and the Muslim 

League as per the Lucknow Pact? 
(1) Self-government 
(2) Expansion and more powers to Legislative Councils 
(3) Minimum fifty percent Indian representation in Viceroy’s Executive Council 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 and 3 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) 1, 2 and 3 
(d) 1 and 2 only 

 
Answer: (c) 
Explanation:  
The Lucknow Pact was an agreement made by the Indian National Congress headed 
by Bal Gangadhar Tilak and the All-India Muslim League led by Muhammad Ali 
Jinnah; it was adopted by the Congress at its Lucknow session on December 29 and by 
the league on Dec. 31, 1916.Mutual agreement between both signed where had Congress 
had to agree to separate electorate in return Muslim League agreed to joint constitutional 
demand. 
Statement 1 is correct. The Joint demand included that the British should confer self-
government to Indians at early date. 
Statement 2 is correct. It was demanded that legislative councils should be expanded 
and should be provided more powers. 
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Statement 3 is correct. Further it was demanded that Minimum fifty percent Indian 
representation in Viceroy’s Executive Council should be there. 
Source: Vajiram and Ravi Yellow book- “Modern India”- Chapter 8, Page no. 164 

 
46. Which among the following can be attributed as causes for the downfall of Home 

Rule League? 
(1) There was very little support from the Moderates. 
(2) There was lack of an effective organisation within the Home Rule League. 
(3) The Anglo-Indians and Muslims did not participate enthusiastically in the 

Home Rule League. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 2 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

 
Answer: (d) 
Explanation:  
All India Home Rule League was nationalist political organisation founded in 1916 on the 
lines of Irish Home Rule League by Tilak and Besant. The organisation faded away by 
end of 1918 without meeting its objective. 
Statement 1 is correct. Montague’s August Declaration pacified the Moderates, and they 
distanced themselves from the League.  
Statement 2 is correct. Lack of effective organisation was among major reason for the 
downfall. 
Statement 3 is correct. Most of Anglo-Indian and Muslims refrained from joining the 
league as they felt that Home rule would mean rule of Hindu Majority. 
Source: Vajiram and Ravi Yellow book- “Modern India”- Chapter 8, Page no. 162-163 
 
47. Consider the following statements with reference to Lala Lajpat Rai: 

(1) He brought out the newspaper ‘Punjabi’. 
(2) He presided over the INC session which passed the resolution on Non-

Cooperation Movement. 
(3) His works include the biographies on Mazzini, Garibaldi and Swami 

Dayanand. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 1 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

 
Answer: (d) 
Explanation:  
Lala Lajpat Rai played a pivotal role in the Indian Independence movement. He was 
popularly known as Punjab Kesari. While travelling US, he founded the Indian Home Rule 
League in New York and a monthly journal Young India and Hindustan Information 
Services Association. 
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Statement 1 is correct. Lala Lajpat Rai brought out the newspaper named ‘Punjabi’. 
Statement 2 is correct. A special session of Indian National Congress was held at 
Calcutta under Lala Lajpat Rai’s presidentship. At this session the resolution for Non-
Cooperation Movement was passed. 
Statement 3 is correct. He authored numerous books includingbiographies on Mazzini, 
Garibaldi and Swami Dayanand.  
Source: Vajiram and Ravi Yellow book- “Modern India”- Chapter 8, Page no. 155 
 
48. Consider the following political events during India’s freedom struggle: 

(1) New Delhi was made the capital of India 
(2) Komagata Maru Incident. 
(3) Formation of the Muslim League. 
(4) Mahatma Gandhi arrived in India. 
Which of the following is the correct chronological order of the events given above 
starting from earliest to the latest? 
(a) 1-2-3-4 
(b) 1-2-4-3 
(c) 3-1-2-4 
(d) 3-2-1-4 

 
Answer: (c) 
Explanation:  
The Muslim League was formed on 30 December 1906 at Dacca. Its founding members 
were Nawab Khwaja Salimullah, Aga Khan among others. 
In 1911, it was announced that the capital of British held territories in India was to be 
transferred from Calcutta(Kolkata) to Delhi. 
The Komagata Maru incident involved the Japanese steamship Komagata Maru on which 
a group of citizens of the British Raj attempted to immigrate to Canada in 1914 but were 
denied entry and forced to return to Calcutta (Kolkata), India. 
In South Africa, Gandhi established himself as a leader. On his return he landed at 
Bombay on 9th January 1915. 
Hence, 3-1-2-4 is correct chronological sequences of events. 
Source: Vajiram and Ravi Yellow book- “Modern India”- Chapter 8, Page no. 165-166 

 
49. With reference to the United Indian Patriotic Association, consider the following 

statements: 
(1) It was founded by Syed Ahmed Khan 
(2) It discouraged the Muslims from joining the Indian National Congress. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 
Answer: (c) 
Explanation:  
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Statement 1 is correct. In 1888, Syed Ahmed Khan set up the Patriotic Association to 
meet the ‘propaganda’ of the Congress. It advocated the Muslims’ emotions. 
Statement 2 is correct. United Indian Patriotic Association had chain of 52 Muslim 
organizations as constituent units spread all over India; some of these organizations even 
passed rules to expel those Muslims from their ranks who either belonged to the congress 
or were in any way sympathetic to it. 
Source: Vajiram and Ravi Yellow book- “Modern India”- Chapter 8, Page no. 167 
 
50. In context of the Indian Freedom Struggle, Carlyle Circular is related to which of the 

following? 
(a) Non-Cooperation Movement 
(b) Civil Disobedience Movement 
(c) Swadeshi Movement  
(d) Quit India Movement 

 
Answer: (c) 
Explanation:  
When the Indian youth started opposing the western education against partition of Bengal, 
the then chief secretary of Bengal, Carlyle issued a declaration known as Carlyle 
Circulation, on 22 October 1905. According to the Circular - "If any college violates the 
government order and the student quits the educational institution then no assistance will 
be provided by the government to the institute." It was termed the declaration of slavery. 
Students who were promoting the boycott and swadeshi movement drew upon them 
the wrath and violence of the British Raj. 
Source: Vajiram and Ravi Yellow book- “Modern India”- Chapter 8, Page no. 148-149 
 
51. With reference to the weekly ‘Yugantar’, consider the following statements: 

(1) It was started during the Swadeshi Movement by Sri Aurbindo. 
(2) It preached for open revolt and contained articles on guerrilla warfare. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 
Answer: (c) 
Explanation: 
Statement 1 is correct. The partition of Bengal in 1905 led to a general outburst of revolt 
which favoured the rise of the extremist party and the great nationalist movement. Sri 
Aurobindo’s activities were then turned more and more in this direction and the secret 
revolutionary action became a secondary and subordinate element. He took advantage, 
however, of the Swadeshi movement to popularise the idea of violent revolt in the future. 
For furtherance of movement and revolutionaries ideas he started a weekly paper, 
Yugantar. 
Statement 2 is correct. Yugantar promoted the ideas of open revolt and the absolute 
denial of the British rule and included such items as a series of articles containing 
instructions for guerrilla warfare. 
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Source: Vajiram and Ravi Yellow book- “Modern India”- Chapter 8, Page no. 154 
 
52. Who among the following brought out the journal ‘Bande Mataram’ from Paris? 

(a) Sachin Sanyal 
(b) Hema Chandra Ghosh 
(c) Madame Bhikaji Cama  
(d) Ras Behari Bose 

 
Answer: (c) 
Explanation: 
Madame Bhikaiji Cama was among the prominent figures in the Indian independence 
movement. She led the revolutionaries’ activities from France. Cama published and 
distributed revolutionary literature for the movement, including Bande Mataram. 
Additional Information: 
Aurobindo Ghosh too, in 1906, started a newspaper ‘Bande Mataram’ 
Sources: A Brief History of Modern India, Spectrum, Page no. 113. 
 
53. The Mughal emperor, Farrukhsiyar, issued the farman in which ‘Dastak’ was 

granted to the East India Company in 1717. Which of the following statement is not 
correct regarding ‘dastak’? 
(a) It exempted the goods covered by the English factories from payment of 

custom duties. 
(b) It was applicable for the private trade of the individual servants of the 

Company. 
(c) It led to monopolistic tendencies in the Indian market. 
(d) It became one of the reasons for hostility between the Bengal Nawab and the 

English. 
 
Answer: (b) 
Explanation: 
In 1715, an English mission led by John Surman to the court of the Mughal emperor 
Farrukhsiyar secured three famous farmans, giving the Company many valuable 
privileges in Bengal, Gujarat and Hyderabad. The farmans thus obtained were regarded 
the Magna Carta of the Company. Under the conditions of the farmans, a dastak was 
given to the East India Company that had to be signed by the President of the Calcutta 
Council.  
Statement (a) is correct: The dastak was the trade permit which exempted the goods 
covered by the English factory from payment of custom duties.  
Statement (b) is not correct: The dastaks were not applicable for the private trade of the 
individual servants of the Company as these duties formed an important source of 
revenues. But it was largely misused by the Company official leading to loss of tax 
revenue to the State. 
Statement (c) is correct: Because of its misuse, local merchants faced unequal 
competition with the Company merchants leading to monopolistic tendencies in the Indian 
market favouring English. By an imperial farman, the English company had obtained the 
right to trade in Bengal without paying transit dues or tolls. However, the servants of the 
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Company also claimed the same privileges for their private trade. The Company’s 
servants also sold dastak to Indian merchants for a commission. 
Statement (d) is correct: The misuse of dastaks later became one of the bones of 
contention between the English and the Bengal Nawab and the reason for the Battle of 
Plassey in 1757. 
Source: Vajiram and Ravi Yellow book- “Modern Indian History”- Chapter 5, page 
no. 86 
 
54. The colonial government had drained out the wealth from India to England for which 

the Indians got no adequate economic or material returns. Which of the following 
were the means/forms of drain of wealth by the British government? 
(1) Home charges 
(2) Council bills 
(3) Profits on foreign investment in India 
(4) Salaries and pensions of British civil and military officials working in India. 
(5) India as a supplier of cheap raw material to the British industries 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 and 5 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1, 4 and 5 only 
(d) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 

 
Answer: (d) 
Explanation: 
The term ‘economic drain’ refers to a portion of national product of India which was not 
available for consumption of its peoples but was being drained away to Britain for political 
reasons and India was not getting adequate economic or material returns for it. The drain 
theory was put forward by Dadabhai Naoroji in his book “Poverty and UnBritish Rule in 
India”. 
The major components of economic drain are: 

 The salaries and pensions of British civil and military officials working in India, 
interests on loans taken by Indian Government, profits of British capitalists in India 
were all being met by the revenues collected in India. 

 The East India Company also provided military help to the native Indian Princes in 
their fight for power against their rival claimants. Large part of this money went into the 
personal pockets of the British. Some of it was used to buy Indian products which 
were sold across Europe, thus profit gained went into the pockets of the British. 

 The expenditure of armed forces required to maintain the expansive empire across the 
world was partly met by Indians revenues and personnel. 

 Unequal terms of trade: The main aim of British policy in India was to make her a 
valuable market of the home country and to transform India into a source of cheap 
raw material. India experienced deindustrialization over the half century following 
1810 due to terms of trade shocks. 

 Home charges: It represented the single biggest source of the direct drain of wealth, 
the expenses in British borne by the Indian treasury. These home charges included 
pensions to British Indian officials, army officers, military and other stores purchased 
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in England. These were huge burden on the finances and contributed to a sustained 
and continuous deficit in the budget throughout 19th century. 

 Council Bills: These were the actual means through which money was transferred. 
The would-be British purchasers of Indian exports bought Council bills from the 
Secretary of State in return for Sterling. The Council bills were then exchanged for 
rupees from the Government out of India’s revenues. Thus, exchanged rupees were 
used to buy Indian goods for exports. 

 European Agency Houses and European Banks: With the rise of East India 
Company and gradual flood of European traders in India, the indigenous banking 
houses declined and were replaced by European Agency Houses and Banks. The 
Company servants opened these houses and banks after accumulating huge fortunes 
through their illegal private trade.  
Hence, all are correct. 

Source: Vajiram and Ravi Yellow book- “Modern Indian History”- Chapter 5, page 
no. 87 
 
55. With reference to economic critique of colonial policies, consider the following pairs: 
 
 
 
 
 

 Work  Author 

1. Poverty and Un-British Rule in India : Dadabhai Naoroji 

2. Economic History of India : Rajani Palme Dutt 

3. India Today : Romesh Chandra Dutt 

 
Which of the pairs given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 2 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

 
Answer: (a) 
Explanation: 
The economic criticism of colonialism is one of the most important lines of thought in the 
history of Indian freedom movement. 
The leaders who developed this economic criticism were known as the ‘Moderates’ and 
are also popularly clubbed as the economic nationalists. The main proponents of 
economic nationalism:  

 Dadabhai Naoroji (the Grand Old Man of India) wrote ‘Poverty Un-British Rule in 
India(1867)’. He also known as the high priest of the drain theory. 

 Justice Mahadev Govind Ranade 

 Romesh Chandra Dutt wrote ‘Economic History of India (1901)’. 

 G. V. Joshi 

 G. Subramania Iyer 
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 Gopal Krishna Ghokale 

 Prithwis Chandra Ray 

 Rajani Palme Dutt wrote ‘India Today(1940)’. 
Hence, only pair 1 is correct. 
Source: Vajiram and Ravi Yellow book- “Modern Indian History”- Chapter 5, page 
no. 88 
 
56. Indian languages and literature got boost due to the compositions by bhakti-sufi 

poets. Which of the following pairs are correctly matched? 
 

1. Vakh : Kashmiri 

2. Abhang : Marathi 

3. Ulatbansi : Hindi 

4. Padavali : Bengali 

 
Select the correct answer using the code given below:  
(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 
(b) 1, 3 and 4 only 
(c) 2, 3 and 4 only 
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 
Answer: (d) 
Explanation: 
Pair 1 is correct – Lalleshwari (1320-1392), lovingly called Lal Ded (mother lalla) is, 
along with Sheikh Nur-u-Din Wali, a beacon of creative and spiritual energy. She is 
considered a saint in Kashmir. Her poems, called as Vakh, are heavily metaphysical 
and philosophical; they provide spiritual solace in adversity and difficulty. 
Pair 2 is correct – Abhang is a form of devotional poetry sung in praise of Vitthala. 
The word "abhang" comes from a for "non-" and bhang for "ending" or "interrupting", in 
other words, a flawless, continuous process, in this case referring to a poem. By contrast, 
the devotional songs known as Bhajans focus on the inward journey. Abhangs are more 
exuberant expressions of the communitarian experience. Tukaram was a seventeenth 
century poet who lived in the town of Dehu, which is located near Pune. He was a popular 
poet and a leading figure in the Varkari Movement of the time, which sought to put the 
emphasis back on devotion and love towards God through his abhangs. 
Pair 3 is correct – Ulat Bansi literally means 'upside-down' language. It has similarities in 
structure with 'nonsense verse' and the absurd. They have been written in a form in which 
everyday meanings have been inverted. The main objective of these ulatbansis is to 
hint at the difficulties of capturing the nature of the Ultimate. Knowing the inadequacy 
of words, the Indian mystic Kabir moulds them into ulatbansis, paradoxical statements.  
Pair 4 is correct – The padavali poetry reflects an earthy view of divine love which 
had its roots in the Agam poetry of Tamil Sangam literature (600 BC–300 AD) and 
spread into early medieval Telugu (Nannaya, Annamayya) and Kannada literatures (Dasa 
sahitya). The accompanying literary movements were marked by a shift from the classical 
language of Sanskrit, to the local languages (apabhramsha) or derivatives, e.g. the literary 
language of brajabuli adopted by Vidyapati (14th century). Vaishnavism in Bengal was 
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given a tremendous boost by Sri Chaitanya (1486–1533), whose intense spiritualism 
infected many and started a movement across many regions of India. Vaishnava 
Padavalis were the chief instrument. It was such poetry that established Bengali as a 
significant literary language. The earliest work in what may be considered a distinctively 
Bengali style is the Shrikṛṣṇa-kirtana, a long padqvali poem by Chandidas, which is dated 
to the early 15th century. 
 
57. Buddhist literature is a window to contemporary life in ancient India. Various kings, 

monks, traders and common people find their mention in it. Who among the 
following was not the contemporary of Buddha? 
(a) Bimbisara 
(b) Jivaka 
(c) Anandpindaka 
(d) Bindusar 

 
Answer: (d) 
Explanation: 
Option(a) is correct – Bimbisara (543-491 BCE) was one of the early kings of the 
kingdom of Magadha. His expansion of the kingdom, especially his annexation of the 
kingdom of Anga to the east, is considered to have laid the foundations for the later 
expansion of the Mauryan Empire. He is also known for his cultural achievements and 
was a great friend and protector of the Buddha. King Bimbisara gave a park with a quiet 
bamboo grove for the use of the Buddha and his disciples. This park was named the 
Bamboo Grove. The Buddha spent three successive rainy seasons there and three other 
rainy seasons later. Bimbisara built the city of Rajagriha, famous in Buddhist writings. 
According to Buddhist scriptures, King Bimbisara met the Buddha for the first time prior to 
the Buddha's enlightenment, and later became an important disciple that featured 
prominently in certain Buddhist suttas. He is recorded to have attained sotapannahood, a 
degree of enlightenment in Buddhist teachings. 
Option (b) is correct – Jivaka was the most celebrated doctor in India during the 
Buddha's time. He was called upon to treat kings and princes, including King Bimbisara 
himself. But of all the distinguished people Jivaka attended to, his greatest pleasure was 
to attend to the Buddha. 
Option (c) is correct – Anandapindaka was millionaire of Shravasti city and 
contemporary of Buddha. He built a monastery in which the Buddha was to spend many 
rainy seasons and which came to be known as the Jetavana Monastery. The Buddha 
spent the major part of his life in these quiet surroundings and most of his discourses 
were delivered there. 
Option (d) is incorrect – Bindusara (r. c. 297 – c. 273 BCE) was the second Mauryan 
emperor of India. He was the son of the dynasty's founder Chandragupta, and the father 
of its most famous ruler Ashoka. Bindusara consolidated the empire created by his father. 
 
58. In last couple of decades, Vipassana has become a favoured form of meditation 

across India. It is a Buddhist form of meditation. To which of the following Buddhist 
sects it originally belonged? 
(a) Theravada 
(b) Mahayana 
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(c) Tibetan Buddhism 
(d) Sahajayana Buddhism 

 
Answer: (a) 
Explanation:  
Vipassana (insight) in the Buddhist tradition is insight into the correct nature of reality. 
Meditation practice in the Theravada tradition ended in the 10th century, but was re-
introduced in Myanmar (Burma) in the 18th century, based on contemporary readings of 
the Satipatthana-sutta, the Visuddhimagga, and other texts. It became of central 
importance in the 20th century Vipassana movement.  
In the Theravada tradition alone, there are over fifty methods for developing 
mindfulness. The most influential presentation though, is that of the 5th Century 
Visuddhimagga ('Path of Purification') of Buddhaghoṣa, which describes forty meditation 
subjects. Mahayana Buddhism includes numerous schools of practice, which each 
draw upon various Buddhist sutras, philosophical treatises, and commentaries. 
Accordingly, each school has its own meditation methods for the purpose of developing 
samadhi and prajna, with the goal of ultimately attaining enlightenment. The word Zen is 
derived from the Japanese pronunciation of the word Dhyana – meditative state. Central 
to Zen is the practice of meditation. In China, the word dhyana became Chan. the practice 
of meditation entered into Chinese through the translations of An Shigao (c. 148–180 CE), 
mainly the Dhyana sutras, which were influential early meditation texts. In Tibetan 
Buddhism, there are thousands of visualization meditations. 
Particularly influential from the twentieth century onward has been the "New Burmese 
Method" or "Vipassana School". In the 19th and 20th century the Theravada traditions 
in Burma, Thailand and Sri Lanka were rejuvenated in response to western colonialism. 
They were rallying points in the struggle against western hegemonism, giving voice to 
traditional values and culture. Most influential in this renewed interest was the "new 
Burmese method". It emphasizes the use of vipassana to gain insight into the three marks 
of existence as the main means to attain wisdom and eventually awakening. The primary 
source of the movement's practice is the commentarial writings of Buddhaghosa, 
particularly the Visuddhimagga.  
Vipassana movement traditions have offered meditation programs in some prisons. One 
notable example was in 1993 when Kiran Bedi, a reformist Inspector General of India's 
prisons tried it in India's largest prison Tihar Jail. This program was said to have 
dramatically changed the behaviour of inmates and jailers alike. Inmates who completed 
the ten-day course were less violent and had a lower recidivism rate than other inmates. 
 
59. The Jataka tales are a voluminous body of literature native to India concerning the 

previous births of Gautama Buddha in both human and animal form. These are 
found in which Pali text? 
(a) Samyukta Nikaya 
(b) Anguttara Nikaya 
(c) Majjhima Nikaya 
(d) Khuddaka Nikaya 

 
Answer: (d) 
Explanation: 
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Tripitaka consists of 32 books, in three parts or baskets of teachings: (1) the basket of 
expected discipline from monks (Vinaya Piṭaka), (2) basket of discourse (Sutra Piṭaka, 
Nikayas), and (3) basket of special doctrine (Abhidharma Piṭaka). 
Sutta Pitaka – The Buddha delivered all his sermons in local language of northern India. 
These sermons were collected during 1st assembly just after the Parinibbana of the 
Buddha. This also deals with the first Buddhist council which was held shortly after 
Buddha’s death, dated by the majority of recent scholars around 400 BC, under the 
patronage of King Ajatasatru with the monk Mahakasyapa presiding, at Rajgir. Later these 
teachings were translated into Sanskrit. There are over 10 thousand suttas or sutras 
related to Buddha and his close companions. 
There are five nikayas (collections) of suttas – Digha, Samyukta, Anguttara, 
Khuddaka, Majhimma 
a) Digha Nikaya: Comprises the “long” discourses. They consists – Sigalavada Sutta, 

Ambattha Sutta, Sammabaphala Sutta, Maha-Parinibbana Sutta etc. 
b) Majjhima Nikaya : Comprises the “middle-length” discourses  
c) Samyutta Nikaya : Comprises the “connected” discourses  
d) Anguttara Nikaya: Comprises the “numerical” discourses. This nikaya consists of 

several thousand discourses ascribed to the Buddha and his chief disciples.  
e) Khuddaka Nikaya: Comprises the “minor collection”. Some important parts are – 

Dhammapada, Jataka Katha, Therigatha, Theragatha 
Jatakas are the extremely popular stories of former lives of the Buddha, and are moralistic 
in nature, which are preserved in all branches of Buddhism. Each tale begins by noting 
the occasion that prompted its telling and ends with the Buddha identifying the lives of the 
people in the introductory story with those of people from the past. There is humour in 
these stories and considerable variety. The future Buddha may appear in them as a king, 
an outcast, a god, an elephant—but, in whatever form, he exhibits some virtue that the 
tale thereby inculcates. Often, Jataka tales include an extensive cast of characters who 
interact and get into various kinds of trouble - whereupon the Buddha character intervenes 
to resolve all the problems and bring about a happy ending. Many Jatakas have parallels 
in the Mahabharata, the Pancha-tantra, the Puranas, and elsewhere in non-Buddhist 
Indian literature. Some turn up again in such places as Aesop’s fables. The Jataka stories 
have also been illustrated frequently in sculpture and painting throughout the Buddhist 
world. 
 
60. Consider the following pairs about the Buddhist Councils: 
 

 Council Place Presided By Patronage 

1 Second Rajgriha Mahakashyapa King Kalasoka 

2 Third Vaishali Sabakami Ajatshatru 

 
Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 
Answer: (d) 
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Explanation: 
 

 Time Place Presided by Patronage 

First Around 400 
BC  

Sattapani cave at 
Rajgriha 

Mahakasyapa King Ajatshatru 

Importance of First Council – It was held soon after the Mahaparinirvan of the Buddha. 
The idea was to preserve Buddha’s teachings (Sutta) and rules for disciples (Vinaya). 
Ananda, one of the great disciples of Buddha recited Suttas and Upali, another disciple 
recited Vinaya.  

Second 383 BC Vaishali  Sabakami King Kalasoka  

Importance of Second Council – The idea of this council was to settle a dispute on 
Vinaya Pitaka, the code of discipline. The dispute was on 10 Points such as storing salt 
in horn, eating after midday, eating once and going to villages for alms, eating sour milk 
after one’s meal etc. It was not settled and Buddhism sects appeared for the first time. 
The Second Council thus resulted in the first schism in the Sangha. The subgroups were 
Sthaviravada, Mahasanghika and Sarvastivada. Sthaviravada followed the teachings of 
the elders and Mahasanghika became extinct later. Sthaviravada later continued till 3rd 
Buddhist council. 

Third  250 BC  Pataliputra  Moggliputta Tissa  King Asoka 

Importance of Third Council – The teachings of Buddha which were under two baskets 
were now classified in 3 baskets as Abhidhamma Pitaka was established in this council, 
and they were known as “Tripitaka”. It also tried to settle all the disputes of Vinaya 
Pitaka. 
According to the Theravada commentaries and chronicles, the Third Buddhist Council 
was convened by the Mauryan king Ashoka at Pataliputra, under the leadership of the 
monk Moggaliputta Tissa. Its objective was to purify the Buddhist movement, particularly 
from opportunistic factions which had been attracted by the royal patronage. Accordingly, 
this council was convened primarily for the purpose of establishing an official orthodoxy. 
At the council, small groups raised questions about the specifics of the vinaya and the 
interpretation of doctrine. The chairman of the council, Moggaliputta Tissa, compiled a 
book, the Kathavatthu, which was meant to refute these arguments. The council sided 
with Moggaliputta and his version of Buddhism as orthodox; it was then adopted by 
Emperor Aśoka as his empire's official religion. 
Also, emissaries were sent to various countries in order to spread Buddhism, as far as 
the Greek kingdoms in the West. several of these missionaries were responsible for 
founding schools in various parts of India:  

1. Mahinda, who travelled to Sri Lanka where he founded the school Theravada 
2. Majjhantika was the father of the Kasmiri Sarvastivadins 
3. Yonaka Dhammarakkhita may have been the founder of the Dharmaguptaka 

school 
4. Mahadeva, sent to the Mahisa country may have been the founder of the 
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Mahisasakas 
5. Several teachers travelled to the Himalayas where they founded the Haimavata 

school 

Fourth 72 AD   Kundalvana, 
Kashmir 

Vasumitra 
Asvaghosa was 
deputy 

Kushan King 
Kanishka 

Importance of Fourth Council – By the time of the Fourth Buddhist councils, Buddhism 
had long since splintered into different schools. It is said that Kanishka gathered five 
hundred Bhikkhus in Kashmir, headed by Vasumitra, to systematize the Sarvastivadin 
Abhidharma texts, which were translated from earlier Prakrit vernacular languages (such 
as Gandhari in Kharosthi script) into the classical language of Sanskrit. It is said that 
during the council three hundred thousand verses and over nine million statements were 
compiled, a process which took twelve years to complete. Although the Sarvastivada are 
no longer extant as an independent school, its traditions were inherited by the Mahayana 
tradition. 
Another Fourth Buddhist Council was held at Tambapanni (one name of Sri Lanka) at 
Aloka Lena under the patronage of Vattagamani-Abaya. However, most scholars agree 
that this was not eligible to be called a Council as it was not under a king but a local 
chieftain.  

 
61. Mahayana Buddhism is known for its intricately rich mythological universe filled with 

various Bodhisattvas. Which among the following Bodhisattvas are correctly 
matched? 

 

1. Amitabha : heavenly radiating body of Buddha 

2. Maitreya : a future Buddha 

3. Manjushri : personifies supreme wisdom 

4. Vajrapani : protector of snakes and a guardian of amrit (elixir) 

 
Select the correct answer using the code given below:  
(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 
(b) 1, 3 and 4 only 
(c) 2, 3 and 4 only 
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 
Answer: (d) 
Explanation: 
1. The heavenly Buddha named Amitabha (infinite radiance).  

a. Amitabha possesses infinite merits resulting from good deeds over 
countless past lives as a bodhisattva. His two main disciples are the 
bodhisattvas Vajrapani and Avalokiteshvara, the former to his left and the latter to 
his right. Amitabha is often depicted, when shown seated, displaying the 
meditation mudra while the earth-touching mudra is reserved for a seated 
Gautama Buddha alone. Devotion to Amitabha came to the fore in China about 
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650 CE and from there spread to Japan, where it led in the 12th and 13th 
centuries to the formation of the Pure Land school. Amitabha as a saviour figure 
was never as popular in Tibet and Nepal as he was in East Asia, but he is highly 
regarded in those countries. In Tibetan Buddhism, the Panchen Lamas and 
Shamarpas are considered to be emanations of Amitabha. 

2. The heavenly bodhisattvas included Maitreya (the kind one).  
a. He is regarded as a future Buddha. According to Buddhist tradition, Maitreya is a 

bodhisattva who will appear on Earth in the future, achieve complete 
enlightenment, and teach the pure dharma. The prophecy of the arrival of 
Maitreya refers to a time in the future when the dharma will have been forgotten by 
most on the terrestrial world. Maitreya is the earliest bodhisattva around whom a 
cult developed and is mentioned in scriptures from the 3rd century CE. He was 
accepted by all schools of Buddhism and is still the only bodhisattva generally 
honoured by the Theravada tradition. His worship was especially popular from the 
4th to the 7th century, and his images are found throughout the Buddhist world; 
many of them beautifully convey his characteristic air of expectancy and promise. 
He is represented in painting and sculpture both as a bodhisattva and as a 
buddha.  

3. Amitabha – heavenly radiating Manjushri (sweet glory) – personifying supreme 
wisdom. 
a. He was supposed to be an assistant of the heavenly Buddha Shakyamuni 

and was associated closely with wisdom. He is most commonly shown wearing 
princely ornaments, his right hand holding aloft the sword of wisdom to cut through 
the clouds of ignorance and his left holding a palm-leaf manuscript of the 
Prajnaparamita.  

4. Vajrapani was a bodhisattva whose symbol was the vajra (thunderbolt);  
a. He was considered a protector of snakes and a guardian of the elixir of life. 

He is one of the earliest three protective deities or bodhisattvas surrounding the 
Buddha. Because of his association with the rain-controlling nagas and with the 
Hindu god of rain, Indra, he is invoked in times of drought. Like Indra he holds the 
thunderbolt and is coloured dark blue or white. In Tibet he assumes ferocious 
forms to combat demons and to guard the mystical teaching of Buddhism, and in 
Japan he guards the temple doorways. Vajrapani is the patron-saint of the Shaolin 
Monastery in Japan which is a UNESCO World Heritage Site.  

 
62. The Dalai Lama, is a title given to spiritual leaders of the Tibetan people. Which 

Tibetan Buddhist sect is headed by the Dalai Lama? 
(a) Nyingma 
(b) Kagyu 
(c) Sakya 
(d) Gelug 

 
Answer: (d) 
Explanation: 
Tibetan Buddhism is a branch of Vajrayana Buddhism that evolved from the 7th 
century CE in Tibet. It is based mainly on the rigorous intellectual disciplines of 
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Madhyamika and Yogachara philosophy and utilizes the Tantric ritual practices that 
developed in Central Asia and particularly in Tibet. Special features of Tibetan Buddhism 

1) the status of the teacher or "Lama" 
2) preoccupation with the relationship between life and death 
3) important role of rituals and initiations 
4) rich visual symbolism 
5) elements of earlier Tibetan faiths 
6) mantras and meditation practice 

Sects/Groups within Tibetan Buddhism –  
1. Nyingmapa: Founded by Padmasambhava, this is oldest sect 
2. Kagyupa: Founded by Tilopa, the Kagyupa tradition is headed by the Karmapa Lama. 

Important Kagyupa teachers include Naropa, Marpa, and Milarepa. 
3. Sakyapa: Created by Gonchok Gyelpo 
4. Gelugpa: Founded by Je Tsongkhapa (also known as Je Rinpoche), this tradition is 

headed by the Dalai Lama. 
 
63. Acharanga Sutra, the famous religious book, belongs to which of the following 

religion? 
(a) Jainism 
(b) Buddhism 
(c) Sikhism 
(d) Hinduism 

 
Answer: (a) 
Explanation: 
It is the first of the 12 texts accepted Angas as canonical by Shvetambara Jains. The 
Digambara Jains believe that the original version of this sutra was lost.  
The Acharanga Sutra is the oldest agam, from a linguistic point of view, written in 
Ardhamagadhi Prakrit. The Sutra contains two books. The first one describes the conduct 
and behaviour of ascetic life: the mode of asking for food, bowl, clothes, conduct while 
walking and speaking and regulation of possessions by ascetics. It also describes the 
penance of Mahavira, the Great Hero. The second parts lay down rules for conduct of 
ascetics. 
 
64. Sixty three shalakapurush (illustrious persons) are religio-mythical characters that 

include Ram, Narayan, Prati-Narayan and even Chakravarti kings. Which among 
the following religions they belong to? 
(a) Jainism 
(b) Buddhism 
(c) Hinduism 
(d) Sikhism 

 
Answer: (a) 
Explanation:  
According to the Jain cosmology, the shalakapuruṣa (illustrious or worthy persons) are 63 
illustrious beings who appear during each half-time cycle. The Jain universal or legendary 
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history is a compilation of the deeds of these illustrious persons. Their life stories are said 
to be most inspiring.  
They comprise of –  
1. 24 Tirthankaras (Teaching Gods) – The 24 Tīrthankaras or the supreme ford makers 

appear in succession to activate the correct religion and establish the community of 
ascetics and laymen. 

2. 12 Chakravartin – The Chakravartis are the universal monarchs who rule over the six 
continents. 

3. 9 Balabhadras (gentle heroes) – who lead an ideal Jain life e.g. Lord Rama 
4. 9 Narayanas or Vasudeva (warrior heroes) 
5. 9 Prati-narayanas (anti-heroes) – They are anti-heroes who are ultimately killed by 

the Narayana 
 
Out of the above five classes of illustrious persons, Tirthankaras are placed at the top. 
They establish the religion and attain liberation. The Chakravarti attain liberation if they 
renounce their kingdom, or else go to hell if they indulge in sensual pleasures. Next in 
rank are Baladevas who are gentle heroes and devout laymen, who attain liberation 
corresponding to Tirthankaras. Vasudevas are also devout Jain laymen and ultimately 
attain liberation, but are first reborn in hell because of their violent actions. 
Unlike in the Hindu Puranas, the names Balabhadra and Narayana are not restricted to 
Balarama and Krishna in Jain puranas. Instead they serve as names of two distinct 
classes of mighty half-brothers. They appear nine times in each half of the time cycles of 
the Jain cosmology and jointly rule half the earth as half-chakravarti. Ultimately Prati-
naryana is killed by Narayana for his unrighteousness and immorality. 
Jain Ramayana is based on the stories of Rama, Lakshmana and Ravana who are the 
eighth Baladeva, Narayana, Pratinarayana and respectively. Similarly Harivamsa Purana 
is based on the stories of Balarama, Krishna and Jarasandha, who are the ninth and the 
last set of Balabhadra, Narayana, and Pratinarayana. However, the main battle is not the 
Mahabharata, but the fight between Krishna and Jarasandha who is killed by Krishna. 
The epic poem Trīṣaṣṭi-śalākā-puruṣa-charitra is written by Hemachandra (1088-1173). 
He was a Jain scholar, poet, and polymath who wrote on grammar, philosophy, prosody, 
and contemporary history. Noted as a prodigy by his contemporaries, he gained the title 
kali-kāla-sarvajña, "the all-knowing of the Kali Yuga". 
 
65. Mir Sayyid Ali Hamdani’s Khanqah in Srinagar city remains a popular tourist 

attraction. Consider the following statements w.r.t him:   
(1) He belonged to the Kubrawiya order of Sufism.  
(2) He brought various crafts to the Kashmir valley which helped to boost the local 

economic activity 
(3) Ladakh’s economy and society was influenced by him, besides holding 

influence over Kashmir valley.  
Which of the statements given above are correct?  
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3  
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Answer: (d) 
Explanation: 
Mir Sayyid Ali Hamdani (1314-1384) was a Persian Sufi of the Kubrawiya order, a poet 
and a prominent Shafi'i Muslim scholar. He was born in Hamdan, and was buried in 
Khatlan, Tajikistan. It is said he traversed the known world from East to West three times. 
In 1370s-80s Hamdani lived in Kashmir. 
Hamdani is regarded as having brought various crafts and industries from Iran into 
Kashmir; it is said that he brought with him 700 followers, including some weavers of 
carpets and shawls, who taught the craft of pashmina textile and carpet-making to the 
local population. The growth of the textile industry in Kashmir increased its demand for 
fine wool, which in turn meant that Kashmiri Muslim groups settled in Ladakh, bringing 
with them crafts such as writing. 
 
66. The Sikh gurus established Sikhism over the centuries, beginning in the year 1469. 

There are a total of eleven Gurus: Ten human-form gurus and the eleventh, or 
current and everlasting Sikh Guru, is the integrated Sikh scripture known as the 
Guru Granth Sahib. In this context consider the following statements: 
(1) Guru Angad compiled the Adi Granth 
(2) Guru Tegh Bahadur is known as the Soldier Saint 
(3) Guru Arjan Dev created the Khalsa 
(4) Guru Nanak founded the city of Amritsar 
Which of the statements given above are not correct?  
(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 
(b) 1, 3, and 4 only 
(c) 2, 3, and 4 only 
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 
Answer: (d) 
Explanation: 
Statement 1 is incorrect. Guru Arjan Dev compiled the Adi Granth. Guru Angad invented 
and introduced the Gurmukhi (written form of Punjabi) script and made it known to all 
Sikhs. 
Statement 2 is incorrect. Guru Har Gobind is known as the soldier saint. Guru Tegh 
Bahadur was publicly beheaded in 1675 on the orders of Mughal emperor Aurangzeb in 
Delhi. Gurudwara Sis Ganj Sahib and Gurdwara Rakab Ganj Sahib in Delhi mark the 
places of execution and cremation of the Guru's body. 
Statement 3 is incorrect. Guru Gobind Singh created the Khalsa (The Pure Ones) in 
1699, changing the Sikhs into a saint-soldier order. 
Statement 4 is incorrect. Guru Ram Das founded the city of Amritsar and started the 
construction of the famous Golden Temple at Amritsar. Guru Nanak was born at Talwandi, 
now known as Nankana Sahib, which is today in Pakistan. 
 
67. In light of Kutiyattam, theatre art from Kerala, consider the following statements: 

(1) It is the only surviving art form that uses dramas from ancient Sanskrit theatre. 
(2) Kutiyattam is traditionally performed in theatres called Kuttampalams. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  
(a) 1 only  
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(b) 2 only  
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 
Answer: (c) 
Explanation: 
Statement 1 is correct – It is the only surviving art form that uses dramas from ancient 
Sanskrit theatre. It is a combination of ancient Sanskrit theatre with elements of Koothu, a 
Tamil/Malayalam performing art which is as old as Sangam era. 
Statement 2 is correct – Kutiyattam is traditionally performed in theatres called 
Kuttampalams, which are located in Hindu temples. Access to performances was 
originally restricted owing to their sacred nature, but the plays have progressively opened 
up to larger audiences. 
More information –  
Kutiyattam, Sanskrit theatre, which is practised in the province of Kerala, is one of India’s 
oldest living theatrical traditions. Originating more than 2,000 years ago, Kutiyattam 
represents a synthesis of Sanskrit classicism and reflects the local traditions of Kerala. In 
its stylized and codified theatrical language, netra abhinaya (eye expression) and hasta 
abhinaya (the language of gestures) are prominent. They focus on the thoughts and 
feelings of the main character. Actors undergo ten to fifteen years of rigorous training to 
become fully-fledged performers with sophisticated breathing control and subtle muscle 
shifts of the face and body. The actor’s art lies in elaborating a situation or episode in all 
its detail. Therefore, a single act may take days to perform and a complete performance 
may last up to 40 days. 
With the collapse of patronage along with the feudal order in the nineteenth century, the 
families who held the secrets to the acting techniques experienced serious difficulties. 
After a revival in the early twentieth century, Kutiyattam is once again facing a lack of 
funding, leading to a severe crisis in the profession. In the face of this situation, the 
different bodies responsible for handing down the tradition have come together to join 
efforts in order to ensure the continuity of this Sanskrit theatre. It is officially recognised by 
UNESCO as a Masterpiece of the Oral and Intangible Heritage of Humanity. 
 
68. Match the following pairs between the Sanskrit dramatists and their plays/poems: 
 

 Author  Text 

A Bhasa 1 Pratima Natak 

B Ashvaghosha 2 Sundarananda 

C Shudraka 3 Mrichchhakatika 

D Bhavabhuti 4 Uttararamacharita 

 
 Codes 
  A B C D 
 (a)  1 2 3 4 
 (b) 2 3 4 1 
 (c) 3 4 1 2 
 (d) 4 1 2 3 
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Answer: (a) 
Explanation: 
Bhasa is one of the earliest and most celebrated Indian playwrights in Sanskrit, predating 
Kalidasa. The plays of Bhasa had been lost for centuries, until the manuscripts were 
rediscovered in the early 20th century. His Uru-Bhanga and Karna-bhara are the only 
known tragic Sanskrit plays in ancient India. Pratima Natakam is his play based on 
Ramayana. 
Ashvaghosha was a Buddhist philosopher, dramatist, poet and orator. He is believed to 
have been the first Sanskrit dramatist, and is considered the greatest Indian poet prior to 
Kalidasa. Whereas much of Buddhist literature prior to the time of Ashvaghosha had been 
composed in Buddhist Hybrid Sanskrit, Ashvaghoṣha wrote in Classical Sanskrit. He 
wrote an epic life of the Buddha called Buddhacharita (Acts of the Buddha) in Sanskrit. 
The monk I-tsing (Yijing) mentioned that in his time Buddhacarita was "...extensively read 
in all the five parts of India and in the countries of the South Sea (Sumātra, Jāva and the 
neighbouring islands). He also wrote Sundarananda, a kavya poem with the theme of 
conversion of Nanda, Buddha's half-brother, so that he might reach salvation. The first 
half of the work describes Nanda's life, and the second half of the work describes 
Buddhist doctrines and ascetic practices. 
Shudraka was an Indian king and playwright. Three Sanskrit plays are ascribed to him - 
Mrichchhakatika (The Little Clay Cart), Vinavasavadatta, and a bhana (short one-act 
monologue), Padmaprabhritaka. Mrichchhakatika play is set in the ancient city of Ujjayini 
in the first quarter of the fifth century BC. The central story is that of noble but 
impoverished young Brahmin, Sanskrit: Charudatta, who falls in love with a wealthy 
courtesan or nagarvadhu, Sanskrit: Vasantasena. Despite their mutual affection, however, 
the couple's lives and love are threatened when a vulgar courtier Shakara begins to 
aggressively pursue Vasantasena. 
Bhavabhuti was an 8th-century scholar noted for his plays and poetry, written in Sanskrit. 
His plays are considered equivalent to the works of Kalidasa. He was born in Vidarbha but 
was the court poet of king Yashovarman of Kannauj. Uttaramacharita is a Sanskrit play in 
7 acts in the Nataka style by Bhavabhuti. It covers the events of the Uttara Kanda of the 
Valmiki Ramayana, the final years of Rama on Earth up to his ascension. 
 
69. The reign of Muhammad Shah ‘Rangeela’, a Mughal Padshah of the later years, 

was known for patronizing cultural activities. Which of the following statements are 
correct in this regard? 
(1) In this period Urdu language was developed and it gradually replaced Persian 

in the court. 
(2) He encouraged the art of painting. The paintings during his era show many 

secular activities as well as syncretic culture of the Mughal court.  
(3) He patronized Sadarang-Adarang, whose compositions popularised the 

musical form of Khyal. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below:  
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 1 and 3 only  
(c) 2 and 3 only  
(d) 1, 2 and 3  
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Answer: (d) 
Explanation: 
Muhammad Shah Rangeela was the Mughal Emperor who ascended to the Peacock 
Throne in 1719 which he occupied till his death in 1748. The reign of Muhammad Shah 
Rangeela was the period in which the process of degeneration of the empire got inception 
in the right earnest. This period witnessed the rise of many independent and semi-
independent regional rulers.  
Muhammad Shah trusted neither nobles nor religious elite who had replaced nobility 
during the reign of Aurangzeb. His soul had thrived on wine, music and poetry to the 
great dislike of religious elite. Therefore, he created new elite known as Intellectual elite 
who were the men of art and literature. Such people were already present at the Mughal 
court but were regarded as mere entertainer but now their status was enhanced. 
Muhammad Shah founded the culture of spending time in writing or listening to poetry that 
later on became the emblem of the Indian Muslim society. He created a Delhi that was the 
city of culture marked by easy going attitude with high values placed on etiquettes and 
courtesy.  
In this period Urdu language was developed and it replaced Persian. Urdu was earlier the 
language of commoners but now it became the language of the elite. During Muhammad 
Shah's reign, Qawwali was reintroduced into the Mughal imperial court and it quickly 
spread throughout South Asia. Muhammad Shah is also known to have introduced 
religious institutions for education such as Maktabs. During his reign, the Quran was 
translated for the first time in simple Persian and Urdu. 
Mohammad Shah was a patron of the performing arts, almost at the cost of 
administrative priorities, paving the way for the disintegration of governance. While 
Mughal political power did decline in his reign, the Emperor encouraged the arts, 
employing master artists such as Nidha Mal (active 1735–75) and Chitarman, whose 
vivacious paintings depict scenes of court life, such as Holi celebrations, hunting and 
hawking. 
The Mughal court of the time had musicians such as Niyamat Khan, also known as 
Sadarang, and his nephew Firoz Khan (Adarang), whose compositions popularised the 
musical form of Khyal. Naimat Khan composed Khyal for his disciples and he never 
performed Khyal. This key component of Indian classical music evolved, ascended and 
received princely patronage at the court of Muhammad Shah. 
 
70. Which of the following are the constitutive elements of Carnatic musical 

composition? 
(1) Padam 
(2) Pallavi 
(3) Niraval 
(4) Tillana 
Select the correct answer using the code given below:  
(a) 1 and 2 only  
(b) 1, 2 and 4 only  
(c) 1, 3 and 4 only  
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 
Answer: (d) 
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Explanation: 
Padam – Padams are scholarly compositions in Telugu and Tamil. Though they are 
composed mainly as dance forms, they are also sung in concerts, on account of their 
musical excellence and aesthetic appeal. A padam also has the sections, pallavi, 
anupallavi and charana. The music is slow-moving and dignified. There is a natural flow of 
music and, sustained balance between the words and the music is maintained throughout. 
The theme is madhura bhakti, portrayed as bahir sringara and antar bhakti. The 
characters nayaka, nayika and sakhi represent respectively the Lord (Paramatma), the 
Devotees (jeevatma) and the Guru, who leads the devotee on to the path of mukti 
(liberation) by his sage counsel. 
Pallavi – This is the most important branch of creative music. It is in this branch of 
manodharma sangeeta, that the musician has ample opportunities of displaying his or her 
creative talents, imaginative skill, and musical intelligence. The words chosen for a Pallavi 
may be either in Sanskrit, Telugu or Tamil and may be on any theme, though the 
devotional is always preferred. Neither the sahitya nor the music is precomposed. The 
singer has the choice to choose the sahitya, the raga and the tala. The Khyal of 
Hindustani music has very much in common with the Pallavi of Carnatic music. 
Niraval – 'Niraval’ literally means filling up by adjustments. In musical parlance, it refers to 
the art of singing the sahitya within the rhythmical setting, with improvisations in the 
musical theme. A suitable line of the sahitya from a kriti is chosen and musical 
improvisation is done within each cycle of the tala. Niraval is a must in Pallavis and an 
option in Kritis. 
Tillana – The Tillana, corresponding to the Tarana of Hindustani music, is a short and 
crisp form. It is mainly a dance form, but on account of its brisk and attractive music, it 
sometimes finds a place in music concerts as a conclusion piece. It usually begins with 
jatis. The name Tillana is constituted of the rhythmic syllables, ti la na. It is the liveliest of 
musical forms. This form is said to have had its birth in the 18th century.  
The sahitya of a tillana may be in Sanskrit, Telugu or Tamil. The presence of rhythmical 
solfa syllables along with a sprinkling of sahitya enhance the beauty of the form of the 
Tillana. The music is of comparatively slow tempo in Tillanas meant for dance purposes. 
The pallavi and anupallavi consists of jatis and the charana has sahitya, jatis and svaras.  
 
71. Sattriya is a major Indian dance tradition, originally from Assam. Which of the 

following statement/s is/are not correct regarding ‘Sattriya’? 
(1) It was introduced by Shankardeva in Assam 
(2) It is associated with Ankia Naat 
(3) The terms Chali, Kharmanar Nach, Jhumura are associated with it. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below:  
(a) 1 only  
(b) 2 only 
(c) 3 only  
(d) None of the above  

 
Answer: (d) 
Explanation: 
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It is a dance-drama performance art with origins in the Krishna-centered Vaishnavism 
monasteries of Assam, and attributed to the 15th century Bhakti movement scholar and 
saint named Srimanta Sankardev. 
Statement 1 is correct – The Sattriya dance form was introduced in the 15th century A.D 
by the great Vaishnava saint and reformer of Assam, Mahapurusha Shankaradeva 
Statement 2 is correct – Sankaradeva created Sattriya Nritya as an accompaniment to 
the Ankia Naat (a form of Assamese one-act plays devised by him) 
Statement 3 is correct – The Sattriya tradition, has two distinctly separate streams - the 
Bhaona-related repertoire starting from the Gayan-Bhayanar Nach to the Kharmanar 
Nach, secondly the dance numbers which are independent, such as Chali, Rajagharia 
Chali, Jhumura, Nadu Bhangi etc. Among them the Chali is characterized by gracefulness 
and elegance, while the Jhumura is marked by vigor and majestic beauty. 
 
72. Bani Thani, the famous painting which is also called as Monalisa of India, belongs to 

which of the following schools of painting? 
(a) Kishangarh School 
(b) Malwa School 
(c) Bundi School 
(d) Bikaner School 

 
Answer: (a) 
Explanation: 
Kishangarh – During the second quarter of the 18th century, there developed the most 
charming school of Rajasthani painting in Kishangarh under the patronage of Raja 
Savant Singh (1748-1757 A.D.) who wrote devotional poetry in praise of Krishna, under 
the assumed name of Nagari Das.  Most of the Kishangarh miniature paintings are 
believed to have been done by the master painter Nihal Chand who, in his works, has 
been able to create visual images of his master's lyrical compositions. Nihal Chand was a 
man of exceptional talent and great culture, but the determining factor in the birth of these 
paintings was Singh's fierce passion for a young dancer from the queen's suite who 
became his concubine. She was given the name of Bani Thani ("Magical Lady"), and 
her special kind of beauty provided the model for all the figures in Chand's paintings.  
Both men and women are tall and slim; their attitudes are noble. Their faces are long and 
fine, grave, with huge eyes slanting towards the temples, giving the whole an enigmatic 
expression. In these paintings vegetation takes second place.  
 
73. Ajanta Caves are rock-cut Buddhist cave monuments which date from the 2nd 

century BCE to about 480 CE in Maharashtra. The caves include paintings and 
rock-cut sculptures described as among the finest surviving examples of ancient 
Indian art, particularly expressive paintings that present emotion through gesture, 
pose and form. Which among the following dynasties majorly patronized the building 
of Ajanta Caves and its associated artistic activities? 
(1) Satvahanas 
(2) Vakatakas 
(3) Shilahars 
(4) Devgiri Yadavas 
Select the correct answer using the code given below:  
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(a) 1 and 2 only  
(b) 1 and 3 only  
(c) 2 and 3 only  
(d) 1 and 4 only  

 
Answer: (a) 
Explanation: 
The masterpieces at Ajanta were executed more or less in two phases –  
Statements 1 and 2 are correct – An initial phase is made up primarily of the fragments 
in caves 9 & 10, from the second century BCE. It was mostly patronised by 
Satvahanas. The second phase of paintings started around V and VI centuries CE and 
continued for the next two centuries. There appear to have been a multitude of artists at 
work and both the style and quality are varied. But the major patrons were Vakataks of 
Nandivardhan. It is in this second phase that we find the depictions of the jataka – the 
stories that recount the lives of Buddha. 
Statements 3 and 4 are incorrect – Shilahar was a royal clan that established itself in 
northern and southern Konkan, present-day Mumbai and southern Maharashtra during the 
Rashtrakuta period (8th-13th century). Yadavas of Devagiri (c. 850–1334) was an Indian 
dynasty, which at its peak ruled a kingdom stretching from the Tungabhadra to the 
Narmada rivers. 
 
74. Consider the following statements regarding paintings at a certain place in India: 

(1) The paintings here are wall paintings in a Dutch palace located in a southern 
Indian state. 

(2) There are murals here painted in the classical tempera style and some 
themes are borrowed from the Ramayana, Mahabharata and the puranic 
legends.  

(3) Some murals here also depict scenes from Kumarasambhavam and other 
works of the great Sanskrit poet Kalidasa. 

Which place is being talked about in the statements given above?  
(a) Sigiriya 
(b) Lepakshi 
(c) Mattancherry 
(d) Tanjore Palace  

 
Answer: (c) 
Explanation: 
The Mattancherry palace (also known as Dutch palace) is located at Mattancherry (near 
Kochi) in Kerala.  
The palace is a double storied building. It was built in traditional Kerala nalukettu 
(quadrangular) model with four separate wings opening into a central courtyard. The 
central courtyard houses a temple of the royal deity Pazhayannur Bhagavathi. The palace 
has a fascinating collection of mural paintings. These murals have been painted by rich 
warm colours in tempera style. The paintings are massive and are spread over a total 
area of almost 1000 sq. ft. and it is believed to be done between the 17th and 18th 
century. The themes of these beautiful and well-preserved murals have been borrowed 
from the great Indian epics – the Ramayana and the Mahabharatha, and the puranic 
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legends. Some murals depict scenes from Kumarasambhavam and other works of the 
great Sanskrit poet Kalidasa. There are also various murals depicting Krishna. 
 
75. Bagram, Hadda, Bimaran are archaeological sites that produced profusely the 

artefacts of Indian sculptures belonging to which of the following schools? 
(a) Gandhara school 
(b) Amaravati school 
(c) Sarnath school 
(d) Mathura school 

 
Answer: (a) 
Explanation: 
Gandhara was an area of cultural confluence and the inter-mixture of sculptural 
styles. The Gandhara school shows a marked syncretism. Its themes were Indian but its 
style Graeco-Roman. Images of Buddhas and bodhisattvas were favourite themes; 
hence it is sometimes referred to as Graeco-Buddhist art. Bagram, Hadda and BImaran 
are all sites in modern day Afghanistan which used to be Gandhara region.  
Bagram (ancient Kapisa) is an antique city 60 kilometers northwest of Kabul in 
Afghanistan, acting as a passage point to India on the Silk Road, towards Kabul and 
Bamiyan. Bagram became the summer capital of the Kushan Empire from the 1st century, 
their other capital being in Mathura in central India. The emperor Kanishka started many 
new buildings there. The central palace building yielded a very rich treasure, dated from 
the time of emperor Kanishka in the 2nd century: ivory-plated stools of Indian origin, 
lacquered boxes from Han China, Greco-Roman glasses from Egypt and Syria, Hellenistic 
statues in the Pompean style, stuc moldings, and silverware of Mediterranean origin 
(probably Alexandria). The "Bagram treasure" as it has been called, is indicative of 
intense commercial exchanges between all the cultural centers of the Classical time, with 
the Kushan empire at the junction of the land and sea trade between the east and west. 
However, the works of art found in Bagram are either quite purely Hellenistic, Roman, 
Chinese or Indian, with only little indications of the cultural syncretism found in Greco-
Buddhist art. 
The Bimaran casket or Bimaran reliquary is a small gold reliquary for Buddhist relics that 
was found inside the stupa no.2 at Bimaran, near Jalalabad in eastern Afghanistan. It was 
found by the archaeologist Charles Masson during his work in Afghanistan between 1833 
and 1838. The most recent research (2015) attributes the coins to Indo-Scythian king 
Kharahostes or his son Mujatria, who minted posthumous issues in the name of Azes. 
Hadda is a Greco-Buddhist archeological site located in the ancient region of Gandhara, 
ten kilometers south of the city of Jalalabad, in the Nangarhar Province of eastern 
Afghanistan. Some 23,000 Greco-Buddhist sculptures, both clay and plaster, were 
excavated in Hadda during the 1930s and the 1970s. The findings combine elements of 
Buddhism and Hellenism in an almost perfect Hellenistic style. Although the style of the 
artifacts is typical of the late Hellenistic 2nd or 1st century BCE, the Hadda sculptures are 
usually dated (although with some uncertainty), to the 1st century CE or later (i.e. one or 
two centuries afterward). This discrepancy might be explained by a preservation of late 
Hellenistic styles for a few centuries in this part of the world. 
 
76. Which of the following pairs are correctly matched? 
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 River  City situated  

1. Periyar River : Kochi  

2. Mithi River : Mumbai 

3. Adyar River : Chennai  

 
Select the correct answer using the code given below:  
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only  
(c) 1 and 3 only  
(d) 1, 2 and 3  

 
Answer: (d) 
Explanation:  
All the given pairs are correctly matched. 

 Kochi city lies in Ernakulam district of Kerala and is situated on the banks of river 
Periyar. 

 Mumbai is the capital city of the state of Maharashtra and situated on the banks of 
river Mithi. 

 Chennai is located on the Coromandel coast off the Bay of Bengal and it lies on Adyar 
River. 

 
Source:  

 https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chennai/caught-by-cops-riding-triples-
while-drunk-man-jumps-into-adyar-river/articleshow/65285690.cms 

 https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/over-10000-
people-along-periyar-river-moved-to-relief-camps/articleshow/65363857.cms 

 
77. Consider the following statements about MCA-21:  

(1) It is an e-governance initiative of the Ministry of Finance allowing firms to 
electronically file their financial data. 

(2) The GOI moved to new base year of 2011-2012 from the earlier base year of 
2004-2005 for National Accounts. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1  nor 2 

 
Answer: (b) 
Explanation: 

 MCA 21 is an ambitious e-Governance project of Ministry of Corporate Affairs, 
Government of India. The core objective of this project is to transform the Ministry’s 
mode of working from traditional paper to paperless format. Core philosophy is to 
encompass and facilitate stakeholders for access to database which would be of 
immense value further business operations. This database in particular relates to to 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chennai/caught-by-cops-riding-triples-while-drunk-man-jumps-into-adyar-river/articleshow/65285690.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chennai/caught-by-cops-riding-triples-while-drunk-man-jumps-into-adyar-river/articleshow/65285690.cms
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the creation/subsistence of charges created against advances sanctioned and 
released by stake holders to the corporate world. Hence, statement 1 is incorrect. 

 The GOI moved to new base year of 2011-2012 from the earlier base year of 2004-
2005 for National Accounts. Hence, statement 2 is correct. 

 
Sources:  

 http://mca21.gov.in/MinistryV2/homepage.html 

 https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/companies/mca-seeks-reply-from-jet-
airways-auditors-on-delaying-results/article24745624.ece 

 
78. With reference to ‘Earthquake swarms’, which of the following statements is/are 

correct? 
(1) Earthquake swarms are made of numerous earthquakes that occur locally 

over an extended period. 
(2) They are observed in volcanic environment, hydrothermal systems and other 

geothermal areas. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 only  
(b) 2 only  
(c) Both 1 and 2  
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 
Answer: (c) 
Explanation: 
Earthquake swarms are events where a local area experiences sequences of 
many earthquakes striking in a relatively short period of time. The length of time used to define the 
swarm itself varies, but may be of the order of days, weeks, or months.They are differentiated from 
earthquakes succeeded by a series of aftershocks by the observation that no single earthquake in 
the sequence is obviously the main shock. 

 Lower to mid-crustal earthquakes (~10+ km below sea level) are an important feature 
of unrest in the roots of magmatic systems of volcanoes across a spectrum of 
composition and eruptive style. Swarms of deep earthquakes are sometimes the first 
indications of volcanic reawakening but are more often an infrequent aspect of normal 
background seismicity. 

 Earthquake swarms are made of numerous earthquakes that occur locally e.g. 
Mammoth mountain, California over an extended period. They are usually observed in 
volcanic environment, hydrothermal systems and other geothermal areas. Hence, 
both the statements are correct. 

Source: http://advances.sciencemag.org/content/4/8/eaat5258 
 
79. Consider the following statements with reference to denotified tribes:: 

(1) The Constitution of India has special provisions for Denotified Tribes. 
(2) Denotified Tribes are the tribes that were originally listed under the 

Criminal Tribes Act of 1871. 
(3) The National Commission for De-notified, Nomadic and Semi Nomadic 

Tribes (NCDNT) is a constitutional body to study various developmental 
aspects of Denotified Tribes.  
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Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  
(a) 2 only  
(b) 2 and 3 only  
(c) 1 and 3 only  
(d) 1 and 2 only  

 
Answer: (a) 
Explanation: The National Commission for De-notified, Nomadic and Semi Nomadic 
Tribes (NCDNT) has asked for according Constitutional protection to these groups, 
bringing them under the umbrella of the SC/ST (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, and assured 
sub-quotas. The Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment is mandated to implement 
the NCDNT report prepared under the chairpersonship of Bhiku Ramji Idate. 
Statement 1 is correct: Denotified Tribes are the tribes that were originally listed under 
the Criminal Tribes Act of 1871.  
Statement 2 is incorrect: The constitution of India does not have special provisions for 
Denotified Tribes. However, efforts are being taken to offer them constitutional protection. 
Statement 3 is incorrect: The National Commission for De-notified, Nomadic and Semi 
Nomadic Tribes (NCDNT) is not a constitutional body. 
 
Source:https://indianexpress.com/article/india/several-ministries-back-need-to-
enumerate-nomadic-denotified-tribes-in-next-census-5326041/ 
 
80. The ICAR-National Bureau of Animal Genetic Resources has registered ‘Kachchhi-

Sindhi’ as a breed. In this context, consider the following statements: 
(1) Kachchhi-Sindhi is the only official horse breed of India. 
(2) It has excellent drought and heat tolerance capacity in arid and semi arid 

region. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  
(a) 1 only  
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2  
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 
Answer: (b) 
Explanation: The ICAR-National Bureau of Animal Genetic Resources has registered 
‘Kachchhi-Sindhi’ as a horse breed. So far, India had only two officially recognized horse 
breed –Marwari and Kathiawari, along with four other pony breeds- Zanskari, Manipuri, 
Spiti and Bhutia. Now, Kachchhi-Sindi breed of horse is also added to this exclusive club. 
Hence, statement 1 is incorrect. 
Kachchhi-Sindhi has excellent drought and heat tolerance capacity in arid and semi arid 
region. Hence, statement 2 is correct. 
 
Source: https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chandigarh/indias-only-desert-
horse-gallops-into-spotlight/articleshow/65555627.cms 
 
81. Consider the following statements with reference to the International Court of 

Justice (ICJ): 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chandigarh/indias-only-desert-horse-gallops-into-spotlight/articleshow/65555627.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chandigarh/indias-only-desert-horse-gallops-into-spotlight/articleshow/65555627.cms
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(1) The International Court of Justice (ICJ) is the principal judicial organ of the 
United Nations (UN). 

(2) The ICJ was established by the Hague Convention. 
(3) All members of the UN are parties to the statute of the ICJ. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  
(a) 1 only  
(b) 2 and 3 only  
(c) 1 and 3 only  
(d) 1, 2 and 3  

 
Answer: (c) 
Explanation: The International Court of Justice (ICJ) is the principal judicial organ of the 
United Nations (UN). Hence, statement 1 is correct.  
It was established in June 1945 by the Charter of the United Nations and began work in 
April 1946. The Hague Convention protects children and their families against the risks of 
illegal, irregular, premature or ill-prepared adoptions abroad.Hence, statement 2 is 
incorrect. 
The Court’s role is to settle, in accordance with international law, legal disputes submitted 
to it by States and to give advisory opinions on legal questions referred to it by authorized 
United Nations organs and specialized agencies. All members of the UN are parties to the 
statute of the ICJ. Hence, statement 3 is correct. 
Additional Information: 

 The seat of the Court is at the Peace Palace in The Hague (Netherlands). Of the six 
principal organs of the United Nations, it is the only one not located in New York 
(United States of America). 

 The Court is composed of 15 judges, who are elected for terms of office of nine years 
by the United Nations General Assembly and the Security Council.  

 It is assisted by a Registry, its administrative organ. Its official languages are English 
and French. 

Source: https://www.icj-cij.org/en/court 
 
82. With reference to ‘Free Trade Agreements (FTAs)’, which of the following 

statements are not correct? 

(1) Without FTA, goods can move from one country to another after paying 
custom duties. 

(2) With FTA, Goods move duty-free between member countries. 

(3) In FTA, the rules of origin ensure that no non-member country is able to use 
the lowest tariff country to enter the FTA area. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only  

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) None of the above 
 
Answer: (d) 
Explanation: 

https://www.hcch.net/en/instruments/conventions/specialised-sections/intercountry-adoption
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All the statements are correct.  

1. Even without FTA, goods can move from one country to another after paying 
custom duties as a part of normal trade regime under overall regulations set by 
WTO. 

2. With FTA between the countries or groups of countries, Goods move duty-free 
between member countries, thereby ensuring ease of trading and boost to 
business opportunities. 

3. In FTA, the rules of origin ensure that no non-member country is able to use the 
lowest tariff country to enter the FTA area. This is to safeguard the balance of 
bilateral trade between the member countries involved. 

Sources:  

 https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/bimstec-envoys-bat-for-
fta/article24739370.ece 

 https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/easing-
tensions/article24804116.ece 

 
83. Consider the following pairs: 
 
 

 Copper Mine  State 

1. Malanjkhand Copper Mine : Madhya Pradesh 

2. Surda Copper Mine : Chhattisgarh 

3. Khetri Copper Mine : Rajasthan  

 
Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched?  
(a) 2 only  
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

 
Answer: (c) 
Explanation:  

 Malanjkhand copper mine is in state of Madhya Pradesh. 

 Khetri copper mine is in state of Rajasthan. 

 Surda Copper Mine is in state of Jharkhand and not Chhattisgarh. 
Hence, the correct answer is option (c). 
Source: 
https://dipam.gov.in/sites/default/files/HCL%20PresentationMay%202017.pdf?download=1 

 
84. Consider the following statements regarding Sagarmala programme: 

(1) The Sagarmala programme is the flagship programme of the Ministry of 
Shipping to promote port-led development in the country. 

(2) Coastal Community Development through skill development is one of the 
strategies adopted in Sagarmala programme. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  
(a) 1 only  

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/bimstec-envoys-bat-for-fta/article24739370.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/bimstec-envoys-bat-for-fta/article24739370.ece
https://dipam.gov.in/sites/default/files/HCL%20PresentationMay%202017.pdf?download=1


 

Page 58 of 67 
 

(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2  
(d) Neither 1 nor 2  

 
Answer: (c) 
Explanation: 
Statement 1 is correct. Sagarmala - The flagship programme of Ministry of Shipping. 
The coastal communities are recognized as critical stakeholders in the Sagarmala's “port 
led development” agenda. Sustainable inclusive growth is an integral part of Sagarmala, 
with emphasis on economic development, nurturing communities as well as preserving 
the ecological balance. With about 18 percent of India’s population living in the 72 coastal 
districts, comprising 12 percent of India’s mainland, the 7500 km long coastline of India 
has the potential to become an engine of growth for the whole country. However, the pace 
of socio-economic development among the maritime states has not been uniform in terms 
of per capita income, poverty reduction and infrastructure development. Therefore, there 
is a need for holistic and sustainable development of coastal communities, especially 
fisherman population. 
Statement 2 is correct. Under Sagarmala, modernization of existing ports, enhancement 
of connectivity of coastal areas, port-led industrialization and development of 
infrastructure for fisheries will be the key drivers for socio-economic development of 
coastal community. 
Source: https://www.india-briefing.com/news/sagarmala-developing-india-ports-aid-
economic-growth12980-12980.html/ 
 
85. Consider the following statements with respect to the Citizenship Amendment Bill, 

2016: 
(1) The recent Citizenship Amendment Bill, 2016 seeks to amend the Citizenship 

Act, 1955. 
(2) The Bill seeks to grant citizenship to people belonging to minority communities 

from Afghanistan, Pakistan and Bangladesh 
(3) Only the Muslims and the Christians are designated as minority communities 

in India. 
Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct? 
(a) 2 only 
(b) 1 and 2 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

 
Answer: (b) 
Explanation: 
Statement 1 is correct. The Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, 2016 introduced in the Lok 
Sabha on July 15, 2016 seeks to amend the Citizenship Act, 1955. 
Statement 2 is correct. It will provide citizenship to illegal migrants from Afghanistan, 
Bangladesh and Pakistan, who are of Hindu, Sikh, Buddhist, Jain, Parsi or Christian 
extraction. However, the Act doesn’t have a provision for Muslim sects like Shias and 
Ahmediyas who also face persecution in Pakistan. 

https://www.india-briefing.com/news/sagarmala-developing-india-ports-aid-economic-growth12980-12980.html/
https://www.india-briefing.com/news/sagarmala-developing-india-ports-aid-economic-growth12980-12980.html/
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Statement 3 is incorrect. Muslims, Sikhs, Jains, Buddhist, Parsis and Christians are 
minority communities in India. 
Source: https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/what-is-the-
citizenship-amendment-bill-2016/article23999348.ece 
 
86. Consider the following statements regarding the Communications Compatibility and 

Security Agreement (COMCASA): 
(1) COMCASA agreement is meant to provide legal framework for transfer of 

communication security equipment from U.S to India. 
(2) It would facilitate interoperability between the armed forces of the USA and 

India. 
Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 
Answer: (c) 
Explanation: 
Statement 1 is correct. India and the U.S. signed the foundational or enabling agreement 
COMCASA on the side-lines of the inaugural 2+2 dialogue.  
Statement 2 is correct. COMCASA stands for Communications Compatibility and 
Security Agreement and is one of the four foundational agreements that the U.S. signs 
with allies and close partners to facilitate interoperability between militaries and sale of 
high end technology. COMCASA agreement is meant to provide legal framework for 
transfer of communication security equipment from US to India. 
Source: https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/what-is-
omcasa/article24881039.ece 
 
87. Consider the following statements regarding The Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG): 

(1) The Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG) seeks non- proliferation of Nuclear 
weapons. 

(2) India is a member of the Nuclear Suppliers Group. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  
(a) 1 only  
(b) 2 only  
(c) Both 1 and 2  
(d) Neither 1 nor 2  

 
Answer: (a) 
Explanation: 
Statement 1 is correct. The Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG) strives to uphold and 
strengthen the non-proliferation architecture by implementing its own guidelines to 
regulate nuclear commerce.  
Statement 2 is incorrect. India has now become a member of three of the four export 
control mechanisms that deal with weapons of mass destruction (WMD) and other 
strategic technologies – the Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR) in June 2016, 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/what-is-the-citizenship-amendment-bill-2016/article23999348.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/what-is-the-citizenship-amendment-bill-2016/article23999348.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/what-is-omcasa/article24881039.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/what-is-omcasa/article24881039.ece
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the Wassenaar Arrangement in December 2017, and the Australia Group in January 
2018. India is not a member of NSG. 
Source: https://thediplomat.com/2018/06/can-india-make-headway-in-the-nuclear-
suppliers-group-in-2018/ 
 
88. Consider the following statements regarding Ayushman Bharat: 

(1) Ayushman Bharat is a national health protection scheme which will cover over 
50 crore poor and vulnerable people. 

(2) It will provide coverage of up to 5 lakh per family per year. 
(3) It covers only primary health care. 
Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

 
Answer: (a) 
Explanation: 
Statement 1 is correct. India took a giant leap towards providing accessible and 
affordable healthcare to the common man with the launch of Ayushman Bharat – Pradhan 
Mantri Jan AarogyaYojana (AB-PMJAY). This is the “world’s largest government funded 
healthcare program” targeting more than 50 crore beneficiaries. 
Statement 2 is correct. Ayushman Bharat- Pradhan Mantri Jan ArogyaYojana (PMJAY) 
will provide a cover of up to Rs. 5 lakhs per family per year. 
Statement 3 is incorrect. The scheme covers secondary and tertiary health care and not 
primary healthcare. 
Source: http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=183624 
 
89. Which of the following is/are not the components of Bharatmala project? 

(1) Economic Corridors 
(2) Feeder Roads 
(3) Border Roads 
(4) Coastal Roads 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 2 only 
(b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) None of the above 

 
Answer: (d) 
Explanation: 
Bharatmala Pariyojana is a new umbrella program for the highways. Six components of 
Bharatmala Pariyojana Phase –I are Economic Corridors, Inter corridors and Feeder 
Roads, National Corridors Efficiency Improvement, Border and International Connectivity 
Roads, Coastal and Port Connectivity Roads & Expressways. The projects under 
Bharatmala Pariyojana shall be implemented on Public Private Partnership (PPP) [Build 
Operate-Transfer(BOT-Toll), Hybrid Annuity] and Engineering, Procurement & 

https://thediplomat.com/2018/06/can-india-make-headway-in-the-nuclear-suppliers-group-in-2018/
https://thediplomat.com/2018/06/can-india-make-headway-in-the-nuclear-suppliers-group-in-2018/
http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=183624
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Construction (EPC) mode depending upon the financial viability of the projects. It is 
proposed to develop Ring Roads around 28 major cities across the country under the 
Bharatmala Pariyojana. 
Source: http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=181401 
 
90. Consider the following statements regarding the Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana 

(PMUY): 
(1) Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY) aims at bringing clean cooking fuel to 

the poor households. 
(2) The beneficiaries are being identified based on the socio-economic caste 

census, 2011. 
(3) The scheme is being implemented under the aegis of NITI Aayog. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 2 only  
(c) 1 and 3 only  
(d) 2 and 3 only  

 
Answer: (b) 
Explanation: 
Government launched Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY) on 1st May, 2016.Through 
PMUY, initially, 5 crore BPL households were targeted for providing deposit free LPG 
connections to BPL households by 31st March,2019. 
Statement 1 is correct. PMUY has been recognised by World Health Organisation as 
one of the decisive intervention by the Government to address the Indoor Air Pollution 
which accounts for nearly 10 lakh deaths in a year in the country. 
PMUY aims at providing clean-cooking fuel to the poor households, which are otherwise 
vulnerable to various health hazards associated with indoor air pollution and bringing in 
qualitative charges in the living standards.  
Statement 2 is correct. PMUY is under implementation in the all the States/UTs. 
Beneficiaries are identified through Socio-Economic Caste Census List-2011 and in such 
cases where names are not covered under SECC list, beneficiaries are identified from 
seven categories which includes SC/ST households, beneficiaries of PMAY(Gramin), 
Antyodaya Anna Yojana, Most Backward Classes, Forest Dwellers, Resident of 
Islands/River Islands and Tea Garden & Ex-tea Garden Tribes. 
Statement 3 is incorrect. The scheme is being implemented under Ministry of Petroleum 
and Natural Gas. 
Source: http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=181473 

 
91. Consider the following statements regarding ‘Project Navlekha’ 

(1) It is a project to bring India’s 135,000 Indic language publications online in a 
hassle-free manner. 

(2) The project is launched by Intel Corporation. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  
(a) 1 only  
(b) 2 only  
(c) Both 1 and 2  

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=181401
http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=181473
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(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Answer: (a) 
Explanation: 
Statement (1) is correct and Statement (2) is incorrect. 
At the fourth ‘Google for India’ event, Google unveiled Project Navlekha to bring India’s 
135,000 Indic language publications online in a hassle-free manner. Navlekha, which 
means ‘a new way to write’ in Sanskrit, will allow local publishers who do not have 
websites (around 90%) to make their offline content fit for online publishing in less than a 
minute. It comprises a tool that uses Artificial Intelligence (AI) to render any PDF 
containing Indian language content into editable text, making it easy for print publishers to 
create mobile-friendly web content. 
Source: VAJIRAM AND RAVI Current Affairs for August 2018 Page No. 02 
 
92. The Government has recently launched ‘Seva Bhoj Yojana’. Which of the following 

is the correct description of it? 
(a) It is a scheme launched to provide mid-day meal in the remote tribal districts in 

addition to food grains. 
(b) The scheme provides food free of cost without any discrimination to public/ 

devotees at charitable trusts or religious institutions. 
(c) It is a revamped version of Annapurna Yojana which aims to provide food 

security to the senior citizens. 
(d) The scheme is launched to reimburse the Central Government share of CGST 

and IGST on Food/Prasad/Langar offered by Religious/Charitable Institutions. 
 
Answer: (d) 
Explanation: 
The Ministry of Culture has launched a new scheme namely Seva Bhoj Yojana with a total 
outlay of Rs. 325 Crores for financial years 2018-19 and 2019-20. The scheme envisages 
to reimburse the Central Government share of CGST and IGST on Food/Prasad/Langar 
offered by Religious/Charitable Institutions to reduce the financial burden of such 
charitable or religious institutions who provide food free of cost without any discrimination 
to public/ devotees. The GST is not levied on food served, but is charged on the purchase 
of raw material used to prepare the food. The scheme applies to only those charitable or 
religious institutions — temple, gurdwara, mosque, church, dharmik ashram, dargah, and 
monasteries — that have been in existence for at least 3 years before applying for grant, 
and who serve free food to at least 5,000 people a month. 
Source: VAJIRAM AND RAVI Current Affairs for August 2018 Page No. 02 
 
93. Consider the following statements regarding the ‘Ease of Living Index’ 

(1) It is an index released by UN-Habitat to assess the liveability of cities with 
regards to global benchmarks. 

(2) The index captures the quality of life based on the data collected from the 
urban local bodies on four parameters viz governance, social, economic and 
physical factors. 

(3) Pune, Bengaluru and Ahmadabad are among top three cities in India under 
Ease of Living Index. 
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Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only  
(c) 2 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

 
Answer: (c) 
Explanation: 
Statement (1) is incorrect. 
The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs has released the Ease of Living Index in 
August 2018. It was conceived in 2017 and is based on information from 2011 Census. 
The index covers 111 cities that are smart city contenders, capital cities, and cities with a 
population of 1 million plus. 
Statement (2) is correct. 
The index captures the quality of life based on the data collected from the urban local 
bodies on four parameters, which were further broken down into 15 categories. The four 
parameters include governance, social (identity, education, health, security), economic 
(economy, employment) and physical factors (waste water and solid waste 
management, pollution, housing/ inclusiveness, mixed land use, power and water supply, 
transport, public open spaces). 
Statement (3) is incorrect. 
Top 10 cities include: 1. Pune 2. Navi Mumbai 3. Greater Mumbai 4.Tirupati 5. 
Chandigarh 6. 
Thane 7. Raipur 8. Indore 9. Vijayawada 10. Bhopal. Thus, Bangalore and Ahmedabad do 
not rank among the top 3 cities. 
Source: VAJIRAM AND RAVI Current Affairs for August 2018 Page No. 04 
 
94. Which of the following motion/s can be introduced in the Lok Sabha only? 

(1) No-Confidence Motion. 
(2) Censure Motion. 
(3) Adjournment Motion. 
(4) Calling Attention Motion. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 only  
(b) 1 and 2 only  
(c) 1, 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4  

 
Answer: (c) 
Explanation: 
No-Confidence, Censure and Adjournment Motions can only be introduced in Lok 
Sabha. 
No-Confidence Motion: Article 75 of the Constitution says that the council of ministers 
shall be collectively responsible to the Lok Sabha. It means that the ministry stays in office 
so long as it enjoys the confidence of the majority of the members of the Lok Sabha. In 
other words, the Lok Sabha can remove the ministry from office by passing a no-
confidence motion. The motion needs the support of 50 members to be admitted. 
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Censure Motion: It is moved for censuring the council of ministers for specific policies 
and actions. It can be moved against an individual minister or a group of ministers or the 
entire council of ministers. 
Adjournment Motion: It is introduced in the Parliament to draw attention of the House to 
a definite matter of urgent public importance, and needs the support of 50 members to be 
admitted. As it interrupts the normal business of the House, it is regarded as an 
extraordinary device. It involves an element of censure against the government and hence 
Rajya Sabha is not permitted to make use of this device. 
Calling Attention Motion: It is introduced in the Parliament by a member to call the 
attention of a minister to a matter of urgent public importance, and to seek an authoritative 
statement from him on that matter. As it does not involve an element of censure against 
the government it can be introduced in either house of the Parliament. 
Source: VAJIRAM AND RAVI Current Affairs for August 2018 Page No. 09 
Indian Polity by M Laxmikanth (Fifth Edition) Page No. 435-436. 
 
95. Consider the following statements regarding the International Convention on the 

Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (ICERD) 
(1) India has signed as well as ratified the Convention. 
(2) Under the Convention the Committee on the Elimination of Racial 

Discrimination (CERD) is the body of independent experts that monitors 
implementation of the Convention. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  
(a) 1 only  
(b) 2 only  
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 
Answer: (c) 
Explanation: 
Statements (1) and statement (2) are correct. 
The International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination is a 
United Nations convention. A third-generation human rights instrument, the Convention 
commits its members to the elimination of racial discrimination and the promotion of 
understanding among all races. The Convention also requires its parties to outlaw hate 
speech and criminalize membership in racist organizations. It was adopted and opened 
for signature by the United Nations General Assembly on 21 December 1965, and entered 
into force on 4 January 1969. India has signed as well as ratified the convention. 
The Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD) is a body of 
independent human rights experts tasked with monitoring the implementation of the 
Convention. It consists of 18 independent human rights experts, elected for four-year 
terms, with half the members elected every two years. Members are elected by secret 
ballot of the parties, with each party allowed to nominate one of its nationals to the 
Committee. 
Source: VAJIRAM AND RAVI Current Affairs for August 2018 Page No. 49-50 
 
96. Which of the following countries share their borders with Caspian Sea? 

(1) Kazakhstan 
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(2) Iran 
(3) Iraq 
(4) Azerbaijan 
(5) Turkmenistan 
Select the correct answer using the code given below:  
(a) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 
(b) 1, 2, 3 and 5 only 
(c) 2, 3 and 4 only 
(d) 1, 2, 4 and 5 only 

 
Answer: (d) 
Explanation: Except Iraq all the given states are bordering the Caspian Sea. 
Caspian Sea is the world’s largest inland body of water, which bridges Asia and Europe. It 
is estimated there are 50 billion barrels of oil and nearly 300 trillion cubic feet (8.4 trillion 
cubic metres) of natural gas beneath Caspian Sea. The Caspian Sea has a number of 
different species of sturgeon, the fish that yields the highly prized delicacy caviar. 
Recently the leaders of Russia, Iran, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan - all 
bordering the Caspian Sea -have signed the Convention on the Legal Status of the 
Caspian Sea in the Kazakh city of Aktau. The agreement establishes a formula for 
dividing up its resources and prevents other powers from setting up a military presence 
there. 

 
 
Source: VAJIRAM AND RAVI Current Affairs for August 2018 Page No. 52 
 
97. Consider the following pairs: 
 

 Places in 
news 

 Location 

1.  Ayni : Tajikistan 

2.  Duqm : Indonesia 

3.  Sabang : Oman 

 
Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1, 2 and 3 
(d) None of the above 
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Answer: (a) 
Explanation: 
Only first pair is correctly matched. 
Ayni Airbase: India, seeking to expand its strategic presence in Central Asia, is hoping to 
expand its military base in Tajikistan — its only such facility abroad — where Indian Air 
Force and Border Roads Organisation personnel have been stationed since 2005. India 
established a presence at Ayni in the days following the September 11 attacks and the US 
campaign in Afghanistan. 
Duqm Port: India has secured access to the key Port of Duqm in Oman for military use 
and logistical support in February 2018. This is part of India’s maritime strategy to counter 
Chinese influence and activities in the region. 
Sabang Port: Indonesia permitted India to access and invest in Sabang port, which is 
located near the strategic and vital shipping channel – the Strait of Malacca. From an 
economic and strategic outlook, the Strait of Malacca is considered as one of the most 
important shipping lanes in the world. 
Source: VAJIRAM AND RAVI Current Affairs for August 2018 Page No. 57 
https://eurasiantimes.com/india-indonesia-tighten-relations-sabang-port-deal-
bilateral-naval-exercise/ 
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-gets-access-to-strategic-oman-port-
for-military-use-chabahar-gwadar-in-sight-5061573/ 
 
98. Which of the following is/are among the founding members of the Shanghai 

Cooperation Organization (SCO)? 
(1) China 
(2) Kazakhstan 
(3) Turkmenistan 
(4) India 
Select the correct answer using the code given below:  
(a) 1 only  
(b) 1 and 2 only  
(c) 1, 2 and 3  
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4  

 
Answer: (b) 
Explanation: 
China and Kazakhstan are among the founding members of SCO. 
The Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) is an intergovernmental organization 
founded in Shanghai on 15 June 2001 by six countries, People’s Republic of China, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan.  
India and Pakistan became permanent members of SCO in 2017. 
Turkmenistan is not a member of SCO. 
Source: VAJIRAM AND RAVI Current Affairs for August 2018 Page No. 58-59 
 
99. Recently the Horizon 2020 Research project was in news. This project is related to 

which of the following? 
(a) Developing cost-effective and affordable influenza vaccine 

https://eurasiantimes.com/india-indonesia-tighten-relations-sabang-port-deal-bilateral-naval-exercise/
https://eurasiantimes.com/india-indonesia-tighten-relations-sabang-port-deal-bilateral-naval-exercise/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-gets-access-to-strategic-oman-port-for-military-use-chabahar-gwadar-in-sight-5061573/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-gets-access-to-strategic-oman-port-for-military-use-chabahar-gwadar-in-sight-5061573/
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(b) An ambitious target to end AIDS epidemic 
(c) Outer space exploration 
(d) Artificial Intelligence 

 
Answer: (a) 
Explanation: 
Option (a) is the correct answer. 
India and European Union have collaborated on a research programme called the Horizon 
2020. This programme will be used to develop the next generation of Influenza vaccine 
that will help in protecting people around the world. India’s Department of Biotechnology 
(DBT) and EU have committed to 15 million Euros i.e. Rs. 240 crores for this research 
programme. 
This project will focus on a cost-effective and affordable influenza vaccine that will be 
developed with the aims of advancing the efficacy, safety, duration of immunity, and 
reactivity against influenza strains. 
Source: VAJIRAM AND RAVI Current Affairs for August 2018 Page No. 89-90 
 
100. Which of the following product/s can be used to produce bio-diesel? 

(1) Jatropha Seeds. 
(2) Used cooking oil 
(3) Sugarcane 
(4) Palm Oil 
Select the correct answer using the code given below:  
(a) 1 and 3 only 
(b) 2 and 4 only 
(c) 1, 2 and 4 only 
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 
Answer: (d) 
Explanation: 
All the products given in the question can be used to produce biodiesel. 
Biodiesel is an alternative fuel similar to conventional diesel. Biodiesel can be produced 
from straight vegetable oil, animal oil/fats, tallow and waste cooking oil. The process used 
to convert these oils to Biodiesel is called transesterification. 
With its domestic crude oil output stagnating and the demand for oil continuing to rise at 
an ever-increasing pace, India has an opportunity to use substitutes of fossil fuels for 
both, economic and environmental benefits. One option is biodiesel In the West, biodiesel 
is produced mostly from field crops like rapeseed and from sunflower in Europe and from 
soybean in the US. 
Recently the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) has launched RUCO 
(Repurpose Used Cooking Oil), an initiative that will enable collection and conversion of 
used cooking oil to biodiesel. 
Source: VAJIRAM AND RAVI Current Affairs for August 2018 Page No. 82 and 88. 
 


